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Special Educationalists and 'The Child's Vlfare' (Aspects of Domestic Violence Against Cldlen)

Domestic violence, particularly against childrergans that they experience suffering and negativaiens as
a result of the actions of a parent (or parentlp i8 an important person for the child and whodhiéd is
emotionally and financially dependent on. Childeea aware of their helplessness, powerless andhdepee.
The characteristic aspect of this phenomenon tssiféering usually comes from the person closeshé¢ child,
who the child loves and trusts.

Child abuse is closely related to the issue ofaled 'the child's welfare'. The term 'the child&lfare' is
commonly used but it does not mean it is understowtperceived in the same way. Parents, teachdrs a
institutions (for example courts, Committee of I8%i Rights Protection ) alike emphasize and prthat their
actions aim at the child's welfare. However, incticee 'the child's welfare' leads to conflicts betw school and
parents, or parents and the court etc., which prthvat 'the child's welfare' can be perceived nous ways.
Especially as the definition of 'welfare' is noiwarsal but rather individual in case of an indivads
expectations and needs. Thus, 'social welfarelrbesubstitute or, if needed, superior to an iddiai's
welfare. Especially as sometimes referring to @ighalues is so strong that it refers to univeossalommon
welfare. It appears that an individual's welfaoesinot have to be identical and equal to genezihre. On the
contrary, these two types of welfare are oftenantadiction. Why is the child subject to specdiceven
imaginary 'welfare' now that the child is a humainiy following the same nature laws and psycholdgy the
light of legal regulations the child is to someemttincapacitated'. He/she gets as much freedguar@nts,
school, or some institutions, including courts atuing school and educational centres, decidéven gven
today a lot of people and institutions act accagdmthe rule 'children and fish are speechless'.

'‘Welfare' is generally understood as a positidaejean object and aim of human actions; it is \weant
good luck and health, which is useful and valuablglfare is also understood as gentleness, nisenes
satisfying the needs of others. Generally, itlisieteptable means and values needed for the tamdc
successful human development, so it is also bemfrest, profit, property. Welfare is an ideal Gobol
2005)

An interesting question is how 'the child's wedfas related to 'the human welfare'. Welfare is an
ethical and moral concept. It is worth analyzingvhemung people, who look for knowledge and shéyed t
views of the world, understand 'welfare'. 'Phyfdsoal Dictionary for young people’ ( H. Delf &&g-Lauer
Ch. Hackenesch M.lemcke 1996) defines welfare/gmod basic concept meaning human actions whildwfo
the rules of ethics. Decisions made by an individwe effects of exploratory tension and the o$oiteof views
between good and evil. Welfare as an overridirdyragutral value towards all actions and learningjasest to

perfection. An exceptional dignity situates welfgaod next to truth, unity, living, beauty. Welfarg Plato is



connected with cognition and knowledge, as 'all lizve learned good, persue it , want to captumadthave it
for their own'. Sokrates claimed that 'welfarehis basis of all cognition, but cannot be cognizAdstotle
claimed it is impossible to understand the multipfi of the meanings of welfare/good. He locateelfare’ in
the 'whole knowledge' and made it a leading conogpthics. He stated that 'welfare is what evedybaims at'.
He also built the pyramid of welfares, on top ofiethhe located 'welfare and what is the best' asetioing
everyone aims at due to the superior value it sgprs. Kant understood welfare as a ' thinkingestibjThe
unconditionality of welfare results from will antbfn this comes its formal and common importancecintin
turn, gives it the power to make law (order) (@¢lf J. Georg- Lauer Ch. Hackenesch M. Lemcka96)
However, unconditionality of welfare still is digiable, just like unconditionality of mother's love
discussed in the next part of this paper. The temy ‘unconditionality’ brings a lot of problems.
'‘Unconditional' means irrevocable, final, regardleSany conditions, not limited by any conditipnemplete,
ultimate. (E. Sobol 2005) ( A. Sikorska —Middal O. Wojnitko (red.) 1998). As it was saidles,
decisions made by an individual are effects of ergibry tension and the oscilation of views betwegod and
evil. Welfare as an overriding and neutral valmsdrds all actions and learning is closest to péda. Also,
the article discussed impossibility of understagdtme multiplicity of the meanings of welfare/goaxad
Aristotle's concept which placed welfare in the \ghknowledge as a leading concept of ethics. Weligmwhat
everyone aims at. Thus, welfare made by humanssseebe 'a golden means' and compromising solutigin,
not a value which can be reached. Therefore, untiondlity of welfare (e.g. in parents and teachactions, in
courts' decisions) does not exist.
Although the law deals with children's issuesdesl not define ‘the child's welfare' (it only deaith the issue
contexts), but always refers to it. The term 'thiddts welfare’, understood by intuition , mearsetof
conditions which is supposed to secure the chiddgect physical and intellectual developmenm8dawyers
see 'the child's welfare' as a value coming fronoua factors affecting the child's correct phykieanotional
and intellectual development. This value cannatleetified with the child's 'natural’ qualities\W(.Brejnak

1993).

Stojanowska defines 'the child's welfare' in fgbtlof family code. It means a set of material anod-material
values needed to secure the child's correct pHyaichspiritual development and to prepare theddilwork
according to his/her abilities. These values aterd@ned by various factors the structure of whdejpends on
the content of an applied legal norm and the &hgecific current situations, presuming the cogeece of
'the child's welfare' with social interest. (W. @tmowska 1979). It appears that ‘the child's avelfis not an
unconditioned value but a conditioned one, depetalerarious factors, including social interestjebhdoes
not seem to be moral or explicitly beneficiary floe child's development and future.

"The child's welfare' is a relative concept. (Réznaniak 2007). It depends on various factacduding age,
gender, environment, individual needs, the levedrabtional and intellectual development. Howetlegre are
fundamental, unconditioned and universal aspediseothild's welfare. The basic and indisputabiiedon of
the child's welfare is providing the child with@nse of security. It is also essential to secorepimal
emotional, developmental, informative, social amstiumental support. Another crucial factor is pdawg the
child with emotional balance and conditions forrhanic development. Good material and living cdndi

facilitate the child's development but their rad&mss minor in comparison to the ones mentioned.



One should bear in mind that the child developsiémy areas: mental, physical, intellectual, sogfial The
child's welfare needs an adult supporting the hidévelopment who is able to understand the naregefsatile
actions and to face numerous challenges. Herabitity to support the child in satisfying his/hmwvn needs,
interests and to promote potential developmentssipdities is of great importance.

The child's welfare means that the child needsettoved. Dividing love into maternal (unconditioije
love and fatherly (conditioned) love (W. Poznani@007) appears to be biased, feminist and ovdruse
woman's biological conditioning, a close relatibatween a fetus and mother's body, a newborn'sxdepee
on mother's milk do not equal to an absolute,qutéind unconditioned love. Contemporary problefms
abortion, abandoning newborns, neglecting themtiaading them as objects to get some profits on ¢ve
revenge on the child's father definitely contradit illusion of unconditioned mother's love. §hiyth can be
highly harmful when evaluating the child's realiatton, particularly in the context of fight ovérild's care.
The fact that many fathers devote themselves tinggtermission to contact their children and mather
examples prove their love is also unconditioned.

Another mistake is to identify the roles of a spoaad a parent. The prism of being good and loglives not
have to refer to the both roles. Conflicts betwadult partners cannot disqualify one of the pagtiaes a parent,
caretaker, loving and dedicated to the child.

The issue of the child's welfare also includespitblem of frequency, time and place of contactavben the
child and the parent who does not live with him/her

The welfare of a child as a human being requiretda range of analysis. The starting point for tnalysis
should be the concept of welfare/good. The termeha®ad meaning. In a very general context tmse
everything perceived by humans as positive and sbgect of wishes and aspirations. When usingeha
welfare/good some common elements are seen as/paaild they enable to define and separate cag=gori
However, the existence of common elements ismobsious as it seems. Therefore, when the term
welfare/good is used it is given a more specifi@anieg. There have been many attempts to classifydavide

goods logically. Usually they are divided into m&kand spiritual or individual and collective ane

There are also:

hedonic goods — which include pleasures of all &ind

vital goods - life, health

cultural, civilisation goods

cognitive goods

ethical goods

aesthetic goods

economic goods

instrumental goods — which are means used to aeligoal

knowledge — which is a value itself

The above divisions are widely criticized. For exderknowledge — it can be good in itself but ih @dso be
instrumental good used to achieve other goodslogtdphers and ethics still dispute whether goodbean

defined, whether it is an objective or subjectiagegory, whether it is a relative to reality andtgmstances



value or an absolute one. As | mentioned beforrchéng the meaning and sense of good is of gngadiitance
in ethical discussions. Ethicists usually treatdjavelfare as a moral category, as human actions@ at
realization of what is good in a broad sense.ergfore, moral good is the basic concept for ailcal systems.
All inquiries usually lead to the need for definitige highest good' ("summum bonum") perceivedhagbod
on the top of the hierarchic order of moral goaatsas an only good which is the goal itself andelation to
which all the other goods are instrumental).

There are a few understandings of 'the highest'good

pleasure - hedonism

happiness of an individual or community — eudemunigtilitarism

virtue

personal perfection - perfectionism

living in accordance with tendencies of biologidalelopment — evolutionary ethics

When talking about the concept of good/welfare w@eds to think about its individual and social atpeThus,
there is a common division into individual and eotive (social) goods. Plato talked about ‘comiadvantage’
as the main goal of the state and its citizensit@aigustine propagated the formula of 'peace addred
harmony'. According to the essential concept, whimhsiders good as a state of social perfectiond ¢®
deeply rooted in the normative ideal of general emthmon natural welfare which includes the visiéa o
perfect society. . It comes down to the concepatrofdeal social state which has both moral ancériztvalues.
Thus, the concept of good/welfare is often assediatith prosperity as an economic state satisfiimgg and
cultural needs on a high level. In this case incéeng. the value of national gross product) is delyi used
index. Here the concept of 'the state prospe®girs to be important. The concept presumes thddreace of
state authorities into economic and social relationorder to provide a good care system (includiatpnal
health service, pension system, unemployment klisheReaching common prosperity also aims at riglgev
existing social antagonisms.

Good is the antonym of evil, just like health @og as opposed to illness identified with evil. o@o

health belongs to principal human goods.

When discussing children's needs Jacek Santodsldgntorski 1993) lists the following rights:
the right to exist

the right to autonomy

the right to the freedom of aspiration

the right to love and sexuality

'Emphasizing with the child's needs' is an essenttiaven key issue. The neexdn vary and result from a
current situation (e.g. treating a cut) as weliram permanent and natural requirements (e.g. ggcproviding
food). Generally, it is identified with the condey 'looking after the child well' or ‘proper difdare’. It requires
a lot of flexibility and readiness from a parenteocaretaker to act properly. Actions must be piedenith a

proper thinking, perception of the child's true seand an ability to satisfy them.(J. Santorski3)99



The concept of ‘the child's welfare' is closelpmected with respecting rights and in social comitremit
should be guarded by jurisdiction.

Children's principle rights include:

- the right to live without violence or humiliationbeating, shaking, humiliating, tormenting, lmearuel is
unacceptable

- the right to the freedom of thought, religionnsoience - it also means possibility to express opinions
freely

- the right to identity - which includes knowingaut origin and biological parents

- the right to learn — it introduces the rule:" yimave the right to learn as long as you have &slib do it"

- the right to information - access to sourcekrafwledge, including access to own rights

- the right to privacy — it guarantees the righhwe own possessions and to keep secrecy of porrédsnce

- the right to live and develop — it is an ultimatn to take anybody life; it obliges adults toyide children
with the right conditions for their development.

- the right to be brought up in a family — the dhikinnot be taken from his/her family without as= and if
one parent does not live with the child, the chiég the right to meet the parent

- the right to speak - children can freely exptbedr opinions

- the right to associate — it gives the right ttbhg to some organizations; when children are &§ tlave the
right to decide themselves whether they want tormggto an organization or not.

In this aspect, the child's welfare means followtimgjr rights and it obliges adults (particulargrents and
caretakers) to respect the right and to informdehih on their possibilities. In some cases coutstrforce
adults to comply with children's rights. Thuse thsue of welfare is connected with justice, llgal
knowledge and with providing conditions for theldts best development. Plato was very close gdbncept
as he linked good with truth and beauty. Respeadaildren's rights is a condition needed for aenir
harmonic development but it also affects théériln the future as adults.

The child's welfare includes satisfying their razdae needs. It shapes children's ability to liva society, to
respect others and it guarantees their harmonitienad and intellectual development.

Mutual relations between mothers and daughtersamther interesting issue. Walters defines gl@un as
'just a woman' — passive, obedient, pretty, regmpgeeind unconditionally loving her family, not ventelligent,
but first of all as a future wife and mother. @udrowska 1997) ( S. D. Walters 1992) Not until ledoence
does a girl experience an intensive training ofitas which should help her to reach attractiver@song the
opposite sex. (D. Piankowska 2005)

All these mechanisms are supposed to lead to glizatton of the three stereotypes of Love, Ma®izand
Maternity. (B. Budrowska 1997) J.Arcana claimg the roles of mothers and daughters are effects of
internalization of the traditional female rolessohrifying — in case of mothers — and obediencease of
daughters. (J. Arcana 1979) ( B. Budrowska 1997)

Polish research by Joanna Ostrouch shows thattloalfact of becoming a mother allows women to labtheir
own mothers and their role as daughters more dedpigrefore, most adult daughters are distantertaerant
and understanding to their mothers, Seven osight women have not got positive experience eifr th

'daughterhood'. It confirms the facts describedlbyArcana on the basis of her research into Acaarivomen,



and it proves that the relations between mothedsdaughters are difficult and complex in varioukural
spheres. (J. Arcana 1979) ( J. Ostrouch 2007)

Additionally, it is emphasized that parents coexise full of mutual resentment and accusationstffibe
contacts between mothers and daughters and madmddifficult. Daughters from those families feel
disappointed with their private lives when thegcbme mothers themselves and they try to proteatafwn
daughters from unpleasant experiences. The womerviewed declared that towards their own childfexy
wanted to change what they had experienced as taagir they wanted to complete the relations widir
children with what they had wanted most. (J. @sth 2007)

According to the psychologist Ewa WojdyHo, theldhs welfare is to love him/her reasonably.(Eojuyto
2007) Moderation and consideration should be détemts of good and positive love.

The child's welfare can be understood in variougsnend there is not one universal determinant of ite
concept of welfare/good itself brings a lot of dtsuand even more problems accompany the issue atfig/ih

good for a human (including a child).
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