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Austrian and Polish Students Assessing Phenomena of Social Pathology

Social pathology are the behaviours, institutiosscial systems and structures
remaining in a fundamental, impossible to reconatnflict with the prevailing values that
are accepted within a given society. It has aisadimension, meaning that in a distinctive
time and cultural and social area observed armésifestations that are characteristic for a
given place and age as well as the fact that inb#leeves, images and feelings of the
members of a given society they constitute a siganit affliction (A. Podgoérecki 1969, p. 24,
B. Urban 2000, p. 69 - 72).

Thus, the scope of the social pathology is detegthiny the social assessment leading
to the objectivisation of the manifestations of hmhdgies, institutionalisation of various
behaviours as pathological ones and ways of theatrment in the social life (J. K@ewski
1991, p.25).

The reasons for creation of social pathologiesattempted to be explained in various
theoretical concepts originating from (among ott@icepts) etiological paradigm, interactive
processes or the concept of social control or tieecof social control. The most popular
concept of the first kind is the concept of Robddrton originating from the structural and
functional trend. This theory describes in what \ayormally functioning society may cause
or become a ground for pathological behaviours.

The interactive processes resulting in pathologiloahaviours are the subject of
considerations of the theory of the conflict oftatgés of Thorsten Sellin, and the concept of
diverse ties or relations of Edwin Sutherland. iBedlays that responsible for pathological
behaviours are the collision of different cultudes. In turn, in Sutherland’s opinion, it is
the process of learning pathological patterns bBl®ur by the individuals.

In the concept of social control, whose main repméstive is Travis Hirsch, it is
assumed that pathologies arise when the ties ofniffigiduals with the conformist social
order are swerved (A. Siemaszko 1993).

The social pathologies are not always assessedivelgaSome researches indicate
their positive sides saying that they can createdeable effects for the society (Urban 1997,
p. 39 — 42).



Resear ch

The goal of this research was to determine theemdiffces and similarities in the
valuations of the phenomena of social pathologyth®y Austrian and Polish students of
pedagogy of Academy of Pedagogy in Gratz and utstibf Pedagogy in Wroctaw. The
mentioned issue was researched three times: in2@8¢, 2007 and 2008 using a group of
150 Austrian and 150 Polish students. The studeate to choose (among 35 presented to
them and recognized in the literature as possessatijological characteristics, and 10
pathological phenomena added by them) the most liporaprehensible and socially
dangerous ones, so it would be possible to credist af 30 of them and, then, to classify
them in regard to the level of their social disapat and to determine their dynamics.
Outside this, the goal was to name three amongadttelogical phenomena considered as the
most dangerous ones or describe their charactsiisind to indicate the main reasons for
their come to being, ways of their control and pmbses of the prevention of their
appearing.

The analysis of the results achieved indicates deapite the appearance of certain
differences between the opinions concerning inginaand valuation of social phenomena
considered as pathological ones, the opinions aftrhan and Polish students are very close
(see juxtaposition under the yext)

Both Polish and Austrian students considered haleias the most painful and
socially dangerous phenomenon, treating it as mdhe reprehensible kind of pathology. At
the same time, they made it clear that the perpesraof homicides are, usually, the
individuals who are emotionally disturbed, psychbpa and rather adults than minors. In the
category of homicide the Polish students especiflign mentioned infanticide underlying
the defencelessness of the victims. The Austriardesits, in turn, listed the terrorist
assassinations often responsible for the deathsaaf innocent people.

The Austrian students blamed for all of this istahce so widespread around the
world, considering it as one of the main reasomgife appearance of social pathologies. The
Polish students — outside considering as moralacoeptable the child abuse — added that the
reason for that is ,a production” of the individsiakho consider violence as normal in the
functioning in the social life.

The Austrian students indicated that in the copary world very painful is an
increase in pathological behaviours of the suddemacter such as aggression and violence,
and that these are the most dangerous forms oblpgthexisting in schools today, especially

secondary schools. They also consider mobbing jpsrmanent element of the school life



describing it as forcing someone to the behaviautimg the feeling of dignity as well as
hurting someone’s feelings by spreading rumouesjng at other views or removing from or
preventing the life in a group.

And the Polish students indicated that it is atdi®im, because of its wide reach and
occurrence in almost every culture and age groap sltowly becomes a natural element of
the public and private life being, at the same fimdactor that releases various forms of
social pathology also within schools.

Prostitution, both hetero and homosexual, is amred by the Polish and Austrian
students as a normal phenomenon that deserveta sta profession equal with other ones.
In the opinion of the Polish students it is dangsr@nly when it relates to the trade in
humans. Similarly assessed was pornography astehreg social order only when it
concerns small children or nonconsenting persons.

The counterculture groups functioning in the siyciare considered by the Polish
students as dangerous when the norms to whichsthtescribe relate to antisocial behaviours,
and (by the Austrian students) when they are a festation of withdrawal from the social
life.

Nicotinism for the Polish students is only an edetnof the social life that is
pathological only in the situation when it threaemon-smokers (passive smokers). For the
Austrian students it constitutes a threat in theasion when it is an introduction to reaching
for hard drugs.

Interesting is also a separation — both by thésRas well as Austrian students — of
the crime “in general” as a pathological phenomerimm the crime that is punishable by
law. As a crime considered is, for example, coimtbusiness activities causing disasters,
degradation of the legal system or manipulatiothefsocial conscience by the mass media.

They also thought that crime is not a phenomenen it clearly negative, but it
contains also the positive elements since it ttliegoublic opinion to the social problems that
constitute a basis for crime and situation of itsims, and not only of the perpetrators.

The students from both countries as the main refsarrime considered, primarily, a
low level of economic life of some social classad anjust social or political systems. They
also see it in the disintegration of the familystdemonstrated (for the Polish students, as not
is the case for their Austrian counterparts) irodees, incest and abortion.

Puzzling is, though, that at the same time theyndb see a relation between the

resolution of problems of pathology and the workhad institutions normally dealing with it



which, in their opinion, function with a total déegfard to the wider social needs focusing only
on the needs of the persons who demonstrate pgtbaldehaviours.

A similar number of students from both countriggnk that elimination of
pathological phenomena is aided by the inevitabdit punishment for them as well as the
length and severity of such punishment. Majoritysaidents consider the death penalty a
cultural barbarity, there were also the voices thata good form of fight with crime or even
a necessity that means securing itself, by theesgcagainst the next attacks of incorrigible
criminals.

The Polish students did not consider alienatioregsecially painful a pathological
phenomenon. The Austrian students — to the contiidrgy thought that it contributes to the
creation of the phenomena of the negative socidliadividual effects such as drug abuse,
alcoholism, exclusion, withdrawal, suicide, hometesss and, from the other side, terrorism,
violence and aggression. As an important reasoaliefation of the contemporary youths
they indicated the crisis of values, especiallyoss|of feeling of belonging to the ethnic,
social groups or religious communities. A lack eéling of belonging to social groups and
loss of national roots relates, in their opinion, the process of globalisation that is
responsible for the spread of social pathologi&stine new areas.

The Polish student relate social marginalisatibthe youths to their resignation from
professional ambitions, unemployment, addictions laneliness leading to the specific form
of withdrawal from the social life as is suicidend\ the Austrian students do not see
manifestation of marginalisation in the participatiby the youths in various sects (from the
religious to the business ones). To the contrdrgy tconsider it a search, by the youth, for
new values that they lacked in the unfriendly wahdt they know.

A decisive majority of students from both courgridink that using drugs should be
totally forbidden (with exception of the use foretimedical purposes) including a ban on
legalisation of any forms of cultivation of poppi@shemp.

The Austrian students consider as totally nattiralphenomenon of existence in the
world of the unassimilated ethnic groups. They di see any risk for the European
civilisation in the creation of the ethnic enclaweihin various countries. In this case they
eqgualise tolerance with consent for the functiorohgational minorities more or less on the
cultural margins of a given country.

The Polish students, to the contrary, think thatriational minorities refusing to adopt
the standards of assessments, norms or valuesrga o a given country or demanding

introduction of their own normative systems tha different from the ones prevailing in the



society they live, cause its opposition and, asoasequence, a lack of tolerance and
aggression.

A remedy for the dynamics and spreading of pathoddgphenomena the students see
in the promotion in education of a healthy, foriuiduals, and beneficial, for the society, way

of life not only by the mass media but also byddecational institutions.

Conclusions

The research conducted indicates certain changesgtaplace in the social
consciousness in regard to the assessment of pgital phenomena. The pathological
phenomena presented in the relevant literatureirasieided in the list prepared by the
researched students, and they were supplementd mew ones they consider as especially
bothersome.

A disapproval of the questioned students for pathichl phenomena varies depending
on the country in which they study and advancenemheir studies. The Polish students as
decidedly pathological consider the phenomenattivaaiten the life, family, children, and as
less pathological ones the negative phenomenadetatthe functioning of the society and
natural environment. The Austrian students as tbsttmoublesome consider the pathological
phenomena related to disorganisation of sociaklife threat to the lives of individuals.

The ways of explanation of the phenomena of squéhology by the questioned
students fit, primarily, the concept of Merton wkee their creation in the social structure
whose stratifying character makes it impossiblealbits members to achieve their goals (that
are important culturally) with the use of unpatigptal means. A low level of life of some
social classes and unjust social or political systerces some of the people to conduct the
activities that are contrary to the values acceptea given society. They may take both the
forms that are of the asocial as well as antisatiatacter.

The ways of explanation of the phenomena of sqm#ihology can be found also in
the theory of Shuterland that especially accensutite copying of pathological patterns by
the contact with them in primeval groups during grecess of communication that has a
verbal and non-verbal character. The same canurelfm the theory of Hirschi who finds the
reasons for pathologies in the loss of the tiethefindividuals with their social surroundings
of environment.

The theory of Sellin has no practical use in thplaxation of the creation of social

pathologies in the contemporary world. It would reeinat in the era of large emigrations,



globalisation and simultaneous differences (sucétlasic ones) this point of view will find a
stronger reflection in the opinion of the questibséudents.

The Polish and Austrian students saw positive &ffe¢ social pathologies in the
cultural change that might take place under th@luénce in the social structure, since they
constitute the means of warning before the effettsfavourable changes taking place in the
contemporary world.

Finale

The images, views and social assessments concethengphenomena of social
pathologies require a constant verification. Thewdedge of this subject permits us to try to
understand the contents and genesis of the sammEcmousness. This concerns mainly the
institutionalisation in the collective life of thghenomena of social pathology and ways of

reacting to them.
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