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Tolerance — an important value for a disabled perso

What are values? They are so complex phenomeibthiir different aspects can be
shown depending the point of view and the methagséarch. Values can be considered
from the point of view of philosopher, psychologisthnographer, cultural anthropologist,
sociologist or economist. The answer depends ofatlievho answers the question and it is
different in every case.

A sociologist says: “value is what activates pe@pheotivation”, “an object worthy of desire,
deserving for acceptance”, “a general criterionsihg different objects, which decides about
our attitudes towards certain objects”.

The philosopher, J. M. Bochski claims that “value is the reason why an obigetluable,
secondarily and less precisely it is the name &buable objects”

A psychologist, while talking about values, thirddghe process of assessing values, the
conditions of this process and its results — vahezseived by certain people and groups as
well as the level of their awareness and the psoédiscovering and ascribing the level of
integration with values to persons, events andg$iM. Rokeach defines values as ,a stable
belief that certain behaviour or the ultimate aiinlife is individually and socially more
attractive than other ways of behaving and otliergoals (...), so they are standards that
guide humans activity”

This belief is shared by other psychologists, fbiom values are “convictions about what is
desirable, organising experiences and directingaehrs with reference to some broader
classes of events”.

To sum up, values are objects and beliefs withoutnative character, which determine
relatively similar psychical experiences and adiohindividuals. In cultural meaning values
are generally desired symbolic objects and geneaaltepted existential and normative
judgements. Each object, idea or institution wiptdys an important role in a life of an
individual and which an individual is willing to gabecause of perceiving it as a necessity,

can be a value.
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A behaviour that can be observed is the exterraingification of values. Values serve as
criteria of choosing social aspirations, standafdategration of an individual with society,
they also differentiate social sphere of humangeakty. Values are characteristics that
decide about untypical qualities of someone or sbimg.

Psychologists generally agree with the fact systeiwsilues of particular people are
changed, developed and improved according to vehatis writes B. Hali — perceived by
individuals as consequences of their actions, fheriception of themselves and of the world.
Changes in valuation depends on the transformafigocial life and culture, however the
existence of relatively stable social frames i$/fabjective and thus it is a factor integrating
social classes, societies and natfofis Rogers stresses the role of parents, teacumis)
workers and others in shaping values of an indafidu

Considering the tasks of individuals accordingheniselves, other people around them and
broad non-human environment, three types of hibyaof values can be distinguished:

* inreference to itself - during individual existenan individual should develop itself
in order to achieve complete humanity, which caeXgressed in harmonic and
hierarchic satisfying its biological, psychicalcsd and spiritual needs

» inreference to others the task of an individuabisooperate with them in achieving
their complete development and creating new integrel structures serving people

* in reference to the environment, generally speaktieg’‘cosmos”, the task of an
individual is to work on maintaining and multiplgnts qualities.

Following types of values can be distinguished:

* sociocentric values (national security, environrakptotection)

* interpersonal values (safety of family, loyalty)

* egocentric values (connected with the good of “I”)

* intellectual values (curiosity, wisdom, truth)

» ethical values (good, faith, religiousness)

» emotional values (empathy, love)

» esthetical values (beauty, art)

» prestigious values (social status, authority)

» perfectionistic values (creativity, ambition)

* preservative values (health, life)

e consumerist values
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* hedonistic values (happiness of life, risk)

* material values (material welfare, financial stayjl
| would like to focus on ethical values and prelgisen one of them which is tolerance. We
live in times when unemployment, inflation, crineenflict and first of all intolerance
increase. Intolerance can be seen in differenataad educational processes. We can
observe that whole communities tend to close iir then circles. We live in times when we
can guide more and more complicated processe®dtiption of all goods but we are not
always able to guide our own lives. It is not etslive when we have to accept every
dissimilarities.
The word “tolerance” comes from Latin word “tolenehich means bear, allow. As time
passed by, this term started to include such mgaras: 1. sociological (lenience) 2. medical
(resistance) 3. technical (probable error). Toleeameans patience and lenience for
dissimilarities. It is the respect for the feelingpinions, likings, beliefs, habits and behaviour
of others even if they were completely differerdrttours or even conflicting. Contemporary
understanding of tolerance encompasses respdceéntom of other people, their opinions,
their ways of life and thinking. This respect shawtenience and kindness for what we do
not have to share but what we accept. Tolerancasredao resigning from constraint as a
mean of influencing attitudes of others.
In sociological meaning tolerance has also an aegioal aspect as one of general<?> values,
as tolerance for beliefs, systems and ethical behes/of others. It is a very useful value in
human life. It is an ability to survive in unfavaine conditions and behaviours. Tolerant
person is kind to people whose ways of thinking l#edcare different than their own. They
are willing to get to know what is different. Unfonately, as | mentioned earlier, in
contemporary world tolerance coexists with intabe@which is generally speaking an
attitude of reluctance to everything that is stearigtolerance is egoism, ruthlessness and
intransigence that sometimes may lead to extrefoes)stance hatred, anti-Semitism,
pathologies. An aggressive form of intolerancersaticism, chauvinism which usually leads
to conflicts and misunderstandings. Deep intolezdrased on ideological grounds is
fundamentalism. A theoretical type of intolerane@hout action and without emotions is
absolutizing ones own attitude. We come to a canatuthat both tolerance and intolerance
are peculiar properties of thinking and behavirdjiduals toward others, they are specific
attitudes toward dissimilarity and otherness, tal@thers behaving differently in some way.
It is tolerance that should be the confirmatiomefmocracy understood as the equality of

rights of every human being, their orientationgws and attitudes. It is the realization of the



right to freedom, independence of thinking, expmssf beliefs, choice of path of life. The
respect for other views, understanding for difféqgnedilections does not mean the lack of
one’s own views and the lack of one’s own systéwatues. Tolerance does not mean giving
up judgements and discussion nor hiding one’s viewgbeliefs.
A very large social group in Poland and in the waduched by the problem of intolerance
are disabled people. In developed countries of ggan Union about 15 per cent of
population are disabled people. According to th@nal census from 2002, the number of -
disabled people in Poland is 5.456.700 — that i8 fiér cent of population. It means every
seventh polish citizen is disabled or perceivesskifrthat way.
The definition of disability is very fluid and caoibe strictly specified. There are moments
of bigger or smaller possibilities as well as phgsiimitations in the life of every human
being. What is easily available for us now, mayahebstruction impossible to overcome in a
few years. Passing over the dysfunctions causettigents, there are many reasons of
deepening the disabilities and dysfunctions whiteagng old. Contrary to common opinions,
disability is the lack of adaptation of functiorfsparticular organism to conditions in which it
lives. According to the definition formulated by VibHealth Organization (WHO):
Disabled person is the one whose serious injuesiictions in efficient functioning of
organism made it impossible, harder or limitedtfos person to function efficiently in the
society, taking into consideration such factorage, sex and external factors.
Looking for a common denominator and shaping emwirent in an optimally available way
is of course obvious. However, because of our railtand ethnical diversity as well as
perceiving human being as a unique individual tla@eeno perfect solutions. This is why we
can be called “disabled” in every moment and eg¢age of our lives. There are three main
types of dysfunctions:

» physical,

* mental-psychical,

» other and unspecified.
Beside those mentioned before, there are also ¢oegdl psychophysical diseases that
determine severe degree of mental retardation.enatlassification characterising disabled
people takes into consideration the type of thisialoility:

a) people with physical disability and among them:
* people with damage of motor organ — motor disapbilit

» people with chronic internal diseases



b) people with sensory disability (damage of sengams) and among them:
» blind and with serious sight disorders
* deaf and with serious hearing disorders
c) people with psychical disability and among them:
* people with mental diseases
» people with intellectual disorder
There are two types of judicature in Poland whiepeahd on the institution. A persons’
degree of disability may be:
* mild
* moderate
* severe
or:
» partially unable to work
» completely unable to work
» completely unable to work and to individual existen
According to the Occupational and Social Rehalititeand Employment of the Disabled
Act (article 4.4): “The severe degree of disabilitgiated for a person whose organism
efficiency is affected and:
1) is unable to be employed
2) is able to be employed in sheltered workshop acrupational
activation institution, needs permanent or longkhascare or help from
other people which is necessary for them to play tbocial roles or
because of seriously limited possibilities of geliant existence.
2. The moderate degree of disability is statedafperson with affected organism efficiency
that is able to be employed on a position adaptetcordance with the needs and
possibilities caused by disability and needs plastiperiodical help from other people which
is necessary for them to play their social rolesearause of limited possibilities of self-
reliant existence.
3. The mild degree of disability is stated for aso@ with affected organism efficiency that is
able to be employed and does not need help froer ptay their social.
4. Limited possibilities of self-reliant existengeans affected organism efficiency that
makes a person unable to satisfy basic life nee!s as self-service, moving, communication

and communicating without help from others.



5. The statement of severe degree of disabilitys st exclude the possibility of employing a
disabled person, also in places which are noteteeltworkshops or occupational activation
institutions.

To assure disabled individuals normal functionimgacial life it is necessary for their
environment to have proper attitudes toward thermh ss kindness based on understanding
their needs and possibilities. Another necessaity@e is understanding and tolerance for
everything that is different, not fitting to defiej stereotypical standard of human body and
its functions as well as behaviour and deeper assa# of the value of a human being.
However, recent studies conducted in Poland sheigraficant variety of attitudes of Polish
society towards disabled.

The results of researches quoted by Izabela Kkasiejthe article called “Tolerance to
disabled* show that about 15 per cent of respondents hairitdly negative attitude of
isolation. They have also minimal knowledge abasalled. In their opinion such person has
many limitations in physical and mental efficientg/non self-reliant, unproductive and is a
burden for other people.

People who present this negative attitude avoidawbs with disabled and their families.
They are usually afraid that they can not behawegnty in relations with disables, that they
can experience unpleasantness. They express opjtinat such child is a burden for parents,
it has no chances of development and should b& govanstitutions. Sometimes they
demonstrate sympathy and pity.

These people forbid their children to play withisatbled child which is for sure a big
mistake. They often fear that healthy children V&#rn irregular behaviours from disabled
children. Such fears are comprehensible but comlglenreasonable. Healthy children
imitate the disabled as they get to know each ofealing with the problem of disability and
the process of identification are important for naltunderstanding and learning. In order to
improve cooperation, social workers and educatwoosilsl inform people that no child can
voluntarily give up the motor or mental level oetability of perception it has already
achieved. The fact of healthy children adoptingddong time behaviours of the disabled
ones has not been noticed in past integration epEs. On contrary, “in the process of
common learning healthy children learn to noticeriieeds of others, they learn acceptance

and tolerance to different behaviours, protectigsrend responsibility for the weaker. The
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disabled children during common play and learniaig gnany new skills, notice their
strengths, not only weaknesses. For the disablédieh the possibility of learning in the
frames of general educational system is often eimgpln the eyes of others, restores their
psychical balance and creates conditions to noemattional development. The sooner a
child learns to enter relations and to associatke healthy people, the easier it gets rid of
fears of new environment. While being among hegttwrs, disabled children notice that
invalidism does not have to discriminate but ibad®es not put them into privileged
situation. This prevents them from taking too mtmhgranted and avoiding responsibility for
their lives’™. This shows us why it is so important to form #itwde of tolerance by children
and even more by their parents.

Research shows, that such attitude is represegt28 percent of Polish society. “People
from this group perceive disability as a kind o€isbfact. In their opinion a disabled person
may be, despite their limited possibilities, usdfuwlfamily and environment, has a chance of
having happy personal and occupational life. Sutdge of the disabled is connected with the
attitude of integration that is giving healthy ciién the chance of contact with the disabled.
These people treat disabled children and theimpsurgormally, are ready to help them. They
have no prejudice toward them and they are in teigHy and social relation$”

It is a big success that the increase in “sociahogss” to problems of the disabled is
noticeable nowadays. This fact may be caused bgrdmhual increase of their number in
society but also from media’s huge commitment tegration. There has been an increase of
tolerance to adapting positions in normal workpsa@her than creating special ones only for
the invalids. Numerous social campaigns in mediaence the perception of disabled by
people from different social and occupational @das®New projects as “The disabled able to
work” or “The disabled are among us” are arising anlarge life chances of the disabled.
These projects help to overcome the obstaclesapofdaied ignorance and what follows them —
intolerance. This gives hope for real help to aehgpup of the disabled.

We should remember that every human being is equatyone of us, especially a child, has
the right to happiness, which is based on activipfaying and learning the world. The
disabled children do not have to learn in sepaset@ols and to be isolated from normally
developing peers. They can and they should leadrpkay together with everyone on the
condition that they are accepted as they are.nttise interest of all of us to change the
attitudes toward the disabled. Despite its dysfonst every disabled child wants to be loved
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and accepted as other children, it wants to beaseprin groups of friends, it wants to
achieve successes at school and participate activall games and activities their healthy
friends take. This is why we should not be afrdidiesimilarities and open our doors and
hearts to it.
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