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Towards thanatopedagogy— the second step

In the first article, besides wide and multicontex defining the term
thanatopedagogy, men as the main concept of thidistipline of special pedagogy was also
characterized The next step would be presenting the conceppbfinging. It is crucial in
order to understand tanatopedagogy in its multidsi@nal context such as, educational,

caring and therapeutic.

Many authors such as, Sicki®. Muszyaski *. or others. present different views on the
concept of upbringing, though all of the definitsomave some elements in common. The first
common element is the concept of he men. In themtapf cases the men is differently
named like, pupil or subject of upbringing, neveléiss almost all authors and researchers
treat him as an unclear subject. Pointing atisate in the context of pedagogy, especially in
the context of thantopedagogy is very crucial. Rnois concerning defining the concept of
the men may cause many misunderstandings andaheideas concerning upbringing
influences may also be misinterpréte@ategorization of the predefinition of the comple
notion of the men makes it's individual uniquenleesnore visible. Moreover, the
predefinition of the men concept shows clearlyéssence and perfection on each
developmental level as well as on each somatigagchic state

The second common element for the concept of ugimgnis purposefulness. Authors stress

that undertook upbringing activities always, thougklifferent degrees, are characterized
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with purposefulness, what emphasizes the issuplminging purposeThe majority of
upbringing activities are also burdened with gehglabal and particular upbringing aifns
According to TchorzewsHKi talking about the upbringing aims goes with tliigkof
achievements of particular states or conditiong dther author, who pay much attention on
special role of upbringing aims in special pedagisg$rzegorzewsKa Lipkowski*?,

however, stresses the necessity of creating ligical upbringing aims with special
consideration of global, unique and common aintte whole discipline of pedagogy.
Therefore, it seems to be obvious that thereniscgssity of precise description of this global
and unique goal. It also appears that the essdrbataim is men’s dignity. Kampa in his
work emphasizes that his is one’s relation to’'mdimgnity, which determines the matter of
socio-economic order. Paraphrasing Saint-Exdfieme can assume that men’s dignity is the
only way we look at the other person. Mazdrekn her work concerning men’s dignity as
the basic human right emphasizes that there isy'uaiversal understanding of the concept
of men’s dignity. She noticed hat all differenthicepts of men’s dignity can be divided into
four aspects; theological, law, philosophical, andio-psychological. These aspects can be
further grouped into two categories; the first, vehthe dignity is presented as a acquired
value, which is prone to be lost and the seconegoay, where the dignity is innate and can
not be lost

The danger of the concept of acquired men’s dignidy lead to peculiar reduction of men’s
subjectivity. Good example can be bioethical detitions of Engelhard® who thinks hat

not everyone can be called as a person, becauseenyone has a intellect and self-
awareness. These creatures are: human fetus, ipeatatded, people with coma or cortex
disabilities, disabled and handicapped people hosket advanced in age. Author stresses that

everyone, who is not able to posses autonomy amdlmesponsibility, and who is
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incompetent to participate in social and moral camity, is not a person. For this author
even child in his early life period is not a persbacause it does no have any personal value,
which would be the basis for moral rights. Anottesearcher Sing¥r states thatO days
old child is neither rational nor self-aware beirithere are many nonhuman beings, which
have much more developed perceptiveness, self-aessgintellect and empathy then one
week or one month or even one year old child. Thezehe infant’'s life has less value then
the life of pig, dog or the life of chimpanzee
The concept of dignity as an aim of upbringing rhaye a priori character. Tischhrfinds
out that the readource of our ethical experiences is a mda emphasize the matter of
inviolability of a priori men’s dignity and saysatit is not the case that norms and values are
in the first place , but it is about men who ighie second plac&rommt®. however, writes
that;our main moral problem is one’s volume towards elfet means that we’ve lost the
sense of individual meaningfulness and uniqueressther opnion concering men’s values
and dignity states Jasp&tswho points out that human being is not a pecutiaterial, which
can be shaped according to some common patt®&searcher points at the fact of isolating
the aim of upbringing. It seems necessary to cleniae the men’s dignity as the top of
hierarchy of upbringing values in clear and objeetontext, without any ideo- religious
background. Only this superior aim could furthesesmssecondary aims within various
dimension, e.g. in religious or patriotic dimensidhe superiority could guarantee that
religious upbringing would not lead to fanaticismgatriotic upbringing could not cause
chauvinism. Pawet #f. wrote stunningly in his encyclical Redemptor hoministhat the
men is the Church’s course. Unaméfochowever, wrote thahe men is the aim itself not a
mean for achieving aim

The problem of dignity in upbringingerapy and care process is always two-
directed. The pupils experiencing dignity in theqess of upbringing, therapy and care
always have to learn how to experience and feplecdor dignity of others; tutor, therapist
or carer. Experiencing one’s dignity may only oceurespecting and experiencing dignity of
others. These words came from Aniela Domino who avgpsominent special pedagogue from

Torun. She was a student and friend of Janusz lk&rand she was always trying to present
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him in unusual and unknown way. As a very modestgeshe was able to open new
horizons of special and caring pedagogy throughwioek and shared wisdom. She used to
say that: ¥ had never doubted in the dignity of my pupilse Dnly problem was me, the
challenge for me was finding my own dignity, beeaughout it respect for others is not
possible”.

The matter of dignity and human’s subjectivity afeen brought up in philosophical,
psychological and pedagogical literature, thufausd became a basis for assuming the
dignity as a superior aim. This issue is very int@oi for special pedagogy and
tanatopedagogy, where questions concerning invélserapeutic method are very often
asked.

These questions, very often concern dilemma whdéflgematter of therapy is actually
achieving partial and specific aim like, for exampboosting some skills or functions or if
the matter of therapy concerns superior rule ofiidlyg Dramatic form of mentioned issue
occurs within the context of therapy and care eftdrminally ill people, in the case where
there is a suggestion of ceasing persistent tredtaral starting care and palliative treatment.
Very important here is also issue concerning invasieatment methods and diagnostic
methods. As a good example can be a despair syngeich lasted 13 hours. During that
surgery a patient had alimentary canal interseced jointed with skin and intersected
urinary canal was made into new bladder out of ecpiof intestine. Aorta was jointed with
main veins and spine was amputated. Even the skim$tomach was sewed with he skin
from one’s back. The operation was undertook witlamy positive prognosis. The patient

was exposed to suffering caused by extensive atigng. He survived only 13 d&y's
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