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Sociological pictures of the West-Pomer anian village

On the basis of research | will introduce the chodearacteristics of the empirical
variables' distribution describing the categogaality of lifeof the country communities.
Nonequivalence of this sociological category isrtkf by, among others, the mediation of the
life standard, its level, life conditions, as wedl subjective feelings. In many studies the
measurement of the quality of life is defined tigbuhe selection of variables taking into
account the demographic factors (e.g., the straatiage, population growth, etc.), the housing
situation, the trade net, education, the proteadiomealth, the level of safety (e.g., the numider o
theft, organized crime, plunder, etc.), transpod eommunication and the state of tracts, work
market, recreation and rest, as well as many atMany synthetic indicators combining several
variables that are essentially approximate to edloér, creating similar structures have been
elaborated at the Institute of Research on MarkenBmy.

Therefore: the description of tipgcture of the quality of life includes the dimensions of:
economy, education, feeling of safety, protectibhealth, participation in culture, housing
conditions, system of communication, etc. Studytrggrespondents’ certain knowledge, through
their choices of answers on certain questions,pbissible to bring in also about the subjective
feeling of the quality of their lives. Also the Nttal Program Foresight Poland 262fining
the balanced development of Poland determinesfénguality using expressions: material,
physical (health), social and psychological progpethe natural and artificial environment, the
quality of life, demographic conditioning of thedaiity of life, social capital and social
integration, the quality of life connected with lieaand the aging process.

In the report of the mentioned program, one undeslithat in the richer countries of the
European Union the differences in respect of tleequality in the city and in the country wear
away. They are, however, clearer in the union aeesbf the Eastern Europe, where the
satisfaction with one's payment is declared by ¢essipants of villages than cities, and where
the level of the villages occupants' educatiomssa general rule, lower.

Also, on the basis of research, other disturbirmuoences depending on the lack of
equilibrium between professional life and the piavisfe of UE citizens were noticed.
Researchers' preliminary assumptions, in accordaitbevhich this equilibrium ought to be
kept, in larger degree in the case of people liwmthe country would not come true.

Conclusions resulting from the report have polltioglications because they have shown
that village areas in poorer countries of the UEdhan activating support ("rather the fishing-
rod, than the fish ”). Research, which the Eurogéaumdation for the Improvement Living and
Working Conditions realized, have shown that thmiop - according to which the quality of life

! Por. M. Mackiewicz, E. Malinowska, W. Migj, A. Niedzielski, M. Tomalak, Finanse publicznéaisce

1989 — 2001. Studium transformaciji, Instytut Badad GospodatkRynkows, Warszawa 2001.
2 First European Quality of Life Survey: Urban—iutdferencesEuropean Foundation for the Improvement
of Living and Working Conditions, Dublin 2006.



in the country is higher - is not true." The fegliof satisfaction ” from the life "on the womb of
ecology ” does not recompensate the difficultiesciwhhe occupants of the village have to

defeat.

In the following table the saturation of materiabgs from different sizes of social
environments have been considered. Village haslglleaver indicatory values in relation to
remaining environments.

The equipment of the household and placesifience of the respondents (in %)

Specification In general Large cities Small citied Village
Telephone 71,7 86,6 76,2 58,9
Refrigerator 96,3 97,3 98,0 94,4
Freezer 27,6 19,5 23,8 35,7
Dish-washer 2,2 2,0 2,2 2,3
Laundering machine 57,9 73,2 66,1 41,8
Washer 48,5 28,6 43,9 64,1
Vacuum cleaner 87,2 94,8 94,3 76,6
Radio 90,4 96,4 89,8 87.4
Color Television 89,8 94,6 93,9 83,6
Black and white 9,7 6,6 9,6 11,5
television
Video 22,4 25,4 25,7 17,7

Source: P. Bidowski, Gospodarstwa domowe i sytuacja mieszkaniowazi starych, poz.
cyt., s. 134, w: Polska staKg red. B. Synak, Wyd. UG, Gdsk 2002.

1. Thereported below results of research were formed on the lzdsssnpirical material
obtained on the turning-point of years1999-2000 @pienished in year 2007. Random selection
of research sample is equal to 3213 families.

2. Organization of empirical research. Over 700 students took part in the research. Every
student had conducted from 5 to 8 interviews wihrhembers of a country family, that is,
husband and wife. Sometimes, the filing of the fjorsaire was accompanied by certain
emotions connected with establishing some datgs,lF@w old was the husband or wife during
the wedding day. Problem resulted from this, thatrespondents earlier had given answers to
the question about age (that is, how old are Yad)the question concerning the age during the
wedding day was asked after several questions.l\o&n had problems with settling their age.
Except this, students were asked to write a shantacteristic about a given locality according to
the following dispositions:

*what general impression one has spending timevengyillage,

«is the majority of habitable and farm buildings theait rather undergoes devastation,

eare there new buildings, is someone leading a imgjlshvestment,

*the appearance of streets, sidewalks, PKS staps, et

students in measure of possibility got from commoffiees various documents and/or

studies concerning a given village or communal.area

Many students delivered the studies (or xeroxhefreports that included rich profiles of a
given village (or the communal): the number of gapian, the institutions, the surface of



agricultural soils. Some students manifested aelaagtivity delivering even materials recorded
on a videotape. Many students "photographed ” meighg buildings.

3. Degree of agreement of empirical distributions. The pertinence of the sample in
respect to the age in comparison with the empidcstibution of the general list in year 2002 is
as follows:

Distribution of the men and women's age in Polamtlia research

Age In Poland Men In Poland Women
18-24 2304645 75 2226969 156
25-29 1468600 214 142659% 300
30-34 1247858 301 1212958 340
35-39 1234292 472 1210174 566
40-44 1452619 697 1456537 767
45-49 1531285 686 1576989 546
50-54 1340600 345 143281% 222
55-59 830446 140 938037 106
60 and more| 2574985 248 3912968 178

Lack of data - 35 - 32

t-Student (for men) = 0,000000239
t-Student (for women) = 0,000032064
d-Cohena = 1,7449

Comparing the number of men in women in suitabtegm@ies we can see that in many
farm households single people are present (oredadng marital relationship).

Proportions of the number of the West-Pomeraniamtg population to Poland
as well as the studied number to the West-Pomeramimbers

Age Polish West-Pom. Studied % West. % Studied
village /Poland /West-Pom.
18-24 1642857 61121 231 3,7 0,4
25-29 1053139 37409 514 3,6 1,4
30-34 953229 33103 641 3,5 1,9
35-39 963198 33710 1038 3,5 3,1
40-44 1068235 41301 1464 3,9 3,5
45-49 1028479 41389 1232 4,0 3,0
50-54 890599 34119 567 3,8 1,7
55-59 582732 19071 246 3,3 1,3
60 i wiccej 5120391 73802 426 1,4 0,6
Lack of data 67

t-Student (Poland and West-Pomeranian) = 0,0141%1376
t-Student (West-Pomeranian and studied) = 0,0008697

3 Por.: (&bski, Charakterystyka ludda wiejskiej w pasie nadmorskim, 2005) andelpSki, Jaké¢ stardci

na tle jakdci zycia zachodniopomorskiej ludég wiejskiej, 2007)
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In the age categories from 18 to 29 and in thesdgee 55 of the number of studied are
"not represented”. However, ( the value t - Stugleomparing the distribution of the empirical
numbers of age categories, then a larger agredméneen the studied and the Western
Pomerania appears rather than West-Pomeranianaaadd®A more subtle discussion | carry
out in a different, more spacious study.

The sociological picturesf the country are defined through mediation ofale empirical
distributions of chosen complexes of variables m$aiéy creating certain wholes. | divided
Western Pomerania into several areas, and theiantef belonging to an area is the position of
the commune. Area 5 (that is, administrative disdripyrzycki, myliborski, choszczéski and
watecki along with appendant communes) was distifigua in connexion with the conference's
problems within the frames of the LIDER program @&ndharacterized in the context of the
remaining areas, as below:

1 - Polish - German borderland,

2 - Baltic borderland,

3 - administrative districtswidwinski, biatogrodzki, and koszabki,

4 - the area of administrative districts golenioaskd stargardzki,

5 - characterized area, that is, administrative districts: pyrzycki, &tijporski,
choszczaski and watecki,

6 - administrative districts: drawski and szczeckige

7 - beyond province,

16 - lack of data.

The multidimensional characteristics of countryalocommunities involves the value of
distributions of empirical variables, as below:

1. Characteristics of age of the studied

To the most essential sociodemographic featurempelthe age of the studied. | present in
the following table the age of the studied famildéshe West-Pomeranian area. It is easy to
notice that the degree of differentiation of engalidistributions of wives and husbands in the
country environment is similar (h = 0.947 and 0046 well as these distributions are



significantly correlative (d = 0.814)Some of the observations put in the table corteitain
"oddity ", e.g., the husband is over fifty yeard ahd the wife is under 24. Knowing the village
realities one can indicate many marriages of elagg difference. These numbers are
insignificant and do not have influence on theyietof correlation.

Age distribution of husbands andes among studied

Wives Total
Husbands 18-24 25-20 30-34 35-39 40:44 45-49 5(0-58-59| 60i> Brak

18-24 70 5 75
25-29 66 136 9 2 1 214
30-34 12 124 143 17 2 1 2 301
35-39 2 24 151 258 31 3 2 1 472
40-44 1 4 32 234 389 31 2 2 2 697
45-49 1 2 2 41 303 312 18 1 3 3 686
50-54 1 6 30 170 4 124 8 1 5 345
55-59 1 1 6 20 68 41 3 140
60i> 3 2 3 4 6 10 54 166 248
Brak 3 2 4 2 3 21 35
Total 156 300 340 566 767 546 22p 106 178 32 3213

For variable: husbands h = 0.947; wives h = 0.946llwiga = 0.812

However, looking analogically at the age strucfrenen and women of the
distinguished area 5 against a background of tmairéng areas, regarding percentage shares of
the studied in individual age categories, we cantlsat the 1-3 areas are characterized by a
certain age continuity (particularly area 2 - tredtl® borderland). In the distinguished area 5
there is no regularity, what could be better derratesd by applying symbolic markers {"w") in
the table's spaces when the condition becomediddtfthe percentage indicator is higher or
equal in the given age category of the studied imrealation to the percentage indicator of the
total studied, which we will interpret that there atructurally more or the same amount of
people possessing a distinguished feature (categoaygiven area compared with the analogical
feature of the entire Western Pomerania struciithis. too detailed discussion of the aspect of
the data analysis is to be of service for a furtartened representation of suitable distributions
of values of studied features with the omissiothefless significant features of the sociological
country picture.

4 Indicatorsh are defined by A. Géralski, and coefficiehHellwiga by him; por. B. @bski, Wprowadzenie

do programowania w naukach spotecznyclezykach BASIC i FORTRAN, Szczecin 1988.
° Por.: B. Gbski, Sens socjologiczny podobnych strukturalnghmaniopomorskich spoteczéw wiejskich-
jakosé zycia, (w:) Od pastwowych nieruchomiei ziemskich do restrukturyzacji i prywatyzacjinséwowych
gospodarstw rolnych na Pomorzu Zachodnim, red. éztévski i L. Patasz, Wydawnictwo ,Dokument” Oficgn
Archiwum Pastwowego w Szczecinie, Szczecin 2006, s.189-208.



Age of studied men 17

18-24 | 25-29| 30-34 35-39 | 40-44| 45-49 50-54 55-59 60 & >Lack | Total

Area$
1 9 39 52 95 114 138 60 27 60 11 605
2 10 45 66 71 137 141 72 33 37 3 615
3 2 5 13 14 24 20 19 6 9 2 114
4 26 49 77 141 202 180 80 29 57 8 849
5 10 44 50 86 118 111 52 26 39 9 545
6 7 16 13 22 44 51 28 9 21 1 212
7 11 15 28 39 51 37 29 10 22 1 243
16 0 1 2 4 7 8 5 0 3 0 30
Total 75 214 301 472 697 686 344 140 248 3b 3213
Age of studied men
18-24 25-29| 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50{54 5559 &60 |Lack| Total
Areas

1 1,49 6,45| 8,60/ 15,70 18,84 22,81 9,92 4/46 9,902,821 100,00
2 1,63 7,32| 10,73 11,54 22,28 22,p3 11|71 5|37 6,0Q,49| 100,00
3 1,75 439| 11,40 12,2B 21,05 17,64 16|67 5|26 7,89,75| 100,00
4 3,06 577 9,07 16,64 23,79 21,20 942 342 6,[71,94 0 100,00

5 1,83 8,07 | 917 | 15,78 | 21,65 | 20,37 | 954 | 4,77 7,16 | 1,65 | 100,00
6 3,30 755| 6,13 10,38 20,75 24,06 13|21 4/25 9,90,47| 100,00
7 4,53 6,17| 11,52 16,06 20,99 15,3 11{93 4|12 9,06,41| 100,00
16 0,00 3,33| 6,67| 13,38 23,33 26,67 16|67 0{00 010,®,00f 100,00
Total 2,33 6,66| 9,37| 146D 21,49 21,85 10|74 4{36 ,727| 1,09/ 100,00

Age of studied men
18-24 | 25-29| 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 5064 55:59 &60| Lack
Areas
1 w w w w w
2 W w w W w w
6 ExpPanatign: In the first colummthe next numbsigmify the areas of the W& st:Ponveranianvprovitce:

Polish | Gerdhan bordevlangl, 2 — Baltic borderlghd,administrative districtswidwinski, biatogrgdzki, ang
koszalfiski, 45— arep of adrminiWatiye distri¢cts gpler}ibi/\md stargardgki, 5 — chagpcterized atbat g,
administrafive districtsypyrzycki, myborski, choszczeski and walgcki, 6 yadministrafive djstrjcts: dekjvand
szczedinecki; 7 — eyqpd province, 16 i lack ogaat W W

16 w w w w



On the example of the above mentioned tables weockok at empirical distributions of
the studied men's age categories and further alsbeoresult of the "cut off ” reasoning in
relation to the women's age category and otheoseshcomponent elements of the West-
Pomeranian village picture.

Age of studied women
18-24 | 25-29| 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 5559 &60| Lack
Areas

1 w W w w w
2 w w w w w
3 w w w W w W
4 w w w w w
5 W W w W
6 w w w w w
7 w W | w | w
16 w w w w

After reducing the excess of information it is Sible ” that in area 5 the age structures of
men and women show a similar no continuity.

Picture of the age of the studied
18-24 | 25-29| 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 5054 5559 &60| Lack
Men W W w W
Women w W w w

2. Education of the studied

One of most essential features of the populatidhegpossessed education. Investing in a
given area (region) and connected with this plategork depend on this parameter. The lower
the education, the more probable will be the inwesits connected with simple work, not
demanding special, long-term trainings. Henceh@ftames of the Program LIDER Pojezierza,
many places were dedicated to the support of theudiyral activity and processing industry.

Education of men and women in the studied fam{M¢estern Pomerania)



Wyksztatcenie kobiet
Principle Lack
Professional| High Technical Nonagricultural | Agricultural | of
Education| Elementary education School School College studies studies |data | Total
Elementary 384 118 52 16 3 6 0 14 593
Principle
Pro. 198 695 341 159 33 53 0 2P 1508
High
School 16 72 172 25 8 38 2 2 335
Technical
School 26 104 103 147 25 43 3 [é 45|7
College 0 3 6 3 6 4 0 1 23
Nonagricul
tural
studies 1 7 39 23 12 80 2 2 166
Agricultura
| studies 1 1 4 6 4 5 10 1 32
Lack of
data 13 9 5 5 0 3 0 64 99
Total 639 1009 722 384 91 232 17 119 32113

From the above mentioned data it results thatentest-Pomeranian over 50% of the
studied possess an elementary and principle profedsducation. It is visible also, that half the
men possess a professional education, women dsz bdticated at the level of high school,
there is a balance on the level of technical edmecaand more women have a higher agricultural
education. Let us look, in a similar way, at the@tion structures in the distinguished studied
area.

By comparing numbers of particular spaces of théete the totality of the studied
expressed in percentage indicators, we can searaatéristic symmetry (and in some categories
an asymmetry) of men and women's education in tast\Womeranian. Men with a principle
professional education preferred women with a siréducation as well as high school and
secondary technical education.

Education of men and women in the studied fam{#6%0)

Women'’s education
Men'’s Principle | High | Technical Nonagriculturg Agricultura| Lack

education Elementar Pro. School| School College | studies | studies | of data| Total
Elementary 11,95 3,67 1,62 0,50 0,09 0,19 . 0,44 18,4p
Priciple Pro. 6,16 21,63 10,61 4,95 1,03 1,65 . 0,90 46,93
High
School 0,50 2,24 5,35 0,78 0,25 1,18 0,06 0,06 10,43
Technical
School 0,81 3,24 3,21 458 0,78 1,34 0,09 0,19] 1422
College . 0,09 0,19 0,09 0,19 0,12 . 0,03 0,72
Nonagricultura
| studies 0,03 0,22 1,21 0,72 0,37 2,49 0,06 0,06 517
Agricultural
studies 0,03 0,03 0,12 0,19 0,12 0,16 0,31 0,03 1,00
Lack of data 0,40 0,28 0,16 0,16 . 0,09 . 1,99 3,08




11,95 2,83 7,22 0,53 3,7( 100,00

Total 19,89 31,40 22,47

The methodology of determining the percentage salgs similar to above mentioned in
relation to the studied of the distinguished arethéat is, the studied from administrative dissict
pyrzycki, myliborski, choszczéski and watecki. The difference in the men's edaonat
categories is the lack of after-high school edwcafcollege). The pictures of correlation of
education are almost isomorphic among these studitte totality of the studied.

In structures of the women and men's educatiothardistinguished area, there is a lack of
the categoryollegeeducations on the men's side. This does not ne#awt, that we will not
find with no man with such education. In the stdds@mple no such persons were found.

Education of men and women in the studied famdfesrea 5 (N=545)

Women'’s education
Principle
Men’s Professiong High | Technical Nonagriculturg Agricultura| Lack
education Elementar [ School| School College | studies | studies | of data| Total
Elementary 15,23 5,14 2,02 0,73 0,18 0,18 0,37 23,85
Principle Pro. 6,06 21,28 |10,28, 5,32 0,18 2,02 0,55 45,6Pp
High School 1,10 1,83 | 587 0,55 0,18 0,92 10,46
Technical
School 0,55 3,12 2,57 4,77 0,73 0,18 0,37 12,29
Nonagricultur
al studies 0,18 0,55 0,92 0,92 1,10 0,18 3,85
Agricultural
studies 0,18 . 0,18 . 0,18 0,18 . 0,78
Lack of data 0,55 0,37 0,18 202 3,12
Total 23,67 31,93 | 21,4y 12,48 1,65 5,14 0,18 3,49 100,p0

In the spaces of the following table | marked with symbol "w" these percentage values,
which are larger or even in the distinguished amealation to the studied of the Western
Pomerania. A next structure appeared "illustratiedyication of these studied in the context of
the totality of the studied.

Education of men and women in the studied famdiesrea 5 (N=545)

Women'’s education
Principle
Men’s Professiong High | Technical Nonagriculturg Agricultura| Lack

education | Elementary [ School| School College | studies | studies | of data| Total
Elementary W W W W W . w
Principle Pro. . . W w .
High School W W W
Technical
School W W W
Nonagricultural
| studies w
Agricultural
studies W W W W




Lack of data

Total

w

w

w

On the basis of the distinguished "higher" struadtaontributions in particulamixtures of
education of the studied families in relation te guitable structure for the total studied of
Western Pomerania, we can infer that the poteotiebmpetence - on the basis of education - is
among women. These women, after finishing techrschbol, accepted men from all categories
of education. In a smaller but similar degree, wonmethe studied families with a high school
and college education have husbands with diffezatggories of education. We cannot see a
similar or no regularity looking at the aspect @nis education on the dimension of women's

education.

3. Structur e of incomes

Analogically, to the presented analysis, we ca latathe pictures of the structures of
incomes in the studied families considering théimtsiished area with the division of sex.

Husband’s income

X to 400 | <600] <800 <1000 <1200 <1400 <1600 <1800 0082 <2200] >2200 Lac Total
1 12 51 74 74 101 63 40 19 8 32 29 102 605
2 21 73 96 96 84 41 55 13 10 20 21 85 615
3 3 13 21 15 22 5 3 2 1 3 5 21 114
4 27 71 163 142 120 57 63 15 16 27 36 112 849
5 25 80 85 80 71 38 27 11 6 18 8 926 545
6 7 42 57 36 17 12 7 4 2 5 2 21 212
7 7 36 47 38 33 23 15 3 2 7 8 24 243

16 0 3 4 6 3 3 1 0 0 1 2 7 30

z 102 369 547 487 451 242 211 67 45 113 111 468 3213

Analyzing the structures of the men's earningsénaspect of area 5, we also cannot see
certain regular draughts "after compartments” ohiegs in contrast to areas 1, 2, 4 and 6, what
illustrates the following table.

Husband'’s income

X | to400| <600| <800 <1000 <1200 <1400 <1600 <1800 0082] <2200 >2200 Lac Total
1 - - - - w w w w - w w w -
2 w w - w - - w w w - - - -
3 - - w - w - - - - - w w -
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4 w - w w w - w - w - w - -
5 w w - - - - - - - - - w -
6 w w w w - - - - - - - - -
7 - w w w - w - - - - - - -

Proceeding analogically with the women's earnittgs regularities are even more clearly
marked in the income compartments. Women of tha &rhave extremely low declared incomes
in relation to areas 1, 2 and 3, that is Baltic Botish - German borderlands as well as
administrative districtstwidwinski, biatogardzki, and koszaski.

Wife's income
X | to 400 <600] <800 <1000 <1200 <1400 <1600 <18008081 Lack| Total
1 35 92 110 76 34 23 17 6 14 194 6005
2 50 93 101 76 4] 13 2D 1 14 206 615
3 11 10 13 13 9 g 3 L B8 41 114
4 66 183 153 82 46 11 15 0 15 278 849
5 47 | 109 74 49 22 11 9 1 5| 218 545
6 26 49 38 14 2 L 3 1 P 212
7 33 41 48 31 17 L b L q1 243
16 2 8 2 4 1 0 2 q y D 30
17 270 585 539 34% 176 73 14 11 1 1079 3p13

Wife’s income
X |to 400 <600| <800 <1006<1200|<1400|<1600|<1800|>1800|Lack
1 - - w w w w w W w -
2 - - - w w - w - w -
3 W - - w w w w w w w
4 - W W - - - - - - -
5 W w - - - - - - - w
6 W w w - - w - w - w
7 W - w w w - - w - -

4. Structure of expenses

One should expect keeping similar pictures in thecture of expenses of the distinguished
area in the background of the size of expensdseo$tudied of the Western Pomerania. Over half
the studied bear costs on food below 600 zt mon8ilyilarly is with the expenses on food
among area 5 (that is, in administrative distriptgzyckim, myliborskim, choszczgskim and
wateckim).

11



Expenses on food
to 200 | <300, <400 <500 <60p <700 <800 <900 <100010€1 >1100| Lack Total

X

1 6 20 54 89 103 85 55 71 25 58 28 11 605
2 19 39 74 93 112 92 52 52 16 41 22 3 615
3 5 9 12 15 29 26 4 4 1 6 3 0 114
4 32 46 124 143 168 120Q 75 53 7 51 21 9 849
5 21 44 69 108 110 90 39 24 10 22 6 2 545

6 6 11 42 41 40 27 20 13 3 7 2 @ 21p
7 6 22 50 37 40 30 18 17 5 6 8 4 243
16 1 1 2 5 3 6 2 3 1 1 4 1 30
17 96 192 | 427 531 605 476 265 237 68 192 94 30 3p13

Expenses on food

X | to200 <300 | <400 <500 | <600| <700 <800 <900 <100681100(>1100| Lack | Total

1 - - - - - - w w w w w w -

2 - w - - - w - w w w w - -

3 w w - - w w - - w - w - -

4 - - - - - - - - - - - - -

5 w w - w w w - - w - - - -

6 - - w w - - w - w - - - -

7 - w w - - - - w w - w w -

16 - - - - - w - w w - w w -

It is possible to notice the characteristic smfthe pictures of the continuity of the
expenses of the distinguished area 6 in compavgitnareas 1 and 2 ( the borderland), although,
the expenses of area 6 are in the section to 0@gcht and on the borderlands from 700 to over
1100 ztotych. Attention occurs concerning the @irethe periods of the summer seasons,
particularly at see.

Last of all, | will give a general structure ofp@nses to the structure of earnings, what
illustrates the following table.

Sum of the family’s expenses and the total income
Family income

T 4 8 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 4 4 4 5 > I t
Expenses o 0 0 2 6 0 4 8 2 6 0 4 8 2 a o]
4 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 c t
0 - - 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 k a
0 8 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 0 I
0 2 1 2 2 2 3 3 4 4 4 5 5 0
0 0 6 0 4 8 2 6 0 4 8 2 6
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
<100 1 1 2 4
<200 2 3 1 6
<300 10 7 3 2 7 29
<400 25| 12 4 3 2 9 55
<500 22| 32 7 4 1 1 1 18 81
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<600 41 59 34 8 4 1 1 20 148
<700 23 78 41 18 3 1 1 1 1 23 190
<800 42 98 63 14 13 1 1] M 273
<900 42 83 69 24 13 4 2 2 28 267
<1000 33 80 80 29 10 1( 4 1 25 2J2
>1000 101| 261 391 326 259 111 §0 39 12 18 11 13 6 26 230| 186

5
Lack 1 2 3
Total 341| 712| 696 427 308 129 89 44 14 19 i1 13 6 26 401 | 321

3

For variable: expenses h = 0.692; earnings h =40 &Mellwiga = 0.441

It is easy to notice a certain apparent inconststémthe structure of expences and total
earnings. Many families in the country spend mbentearn. The empirical distribution of
expenses is strongly diverse (h = 0.692) in corsparto distribution of incomes (h = 0.904).
Correlation of these variables is comparatively (0w 0.441). Respondents' reactions to the
guestions about earnings and expenses are sitnateel bottom triangle of the above mentioned
table.

In the following two tables certain informationattindicate sources of additional income,
are included. Often happens, such a situation féindhe so called "care" over an older pensioner
practically her entire pension or retiring is cotled and it is included in the general costs of
maintaining a household - sometimes the whole famdits for the postman bringing the
pension (retiring). | know many facts like thisatthis type of care includes two or three people
living alone in the country - most often they aneaws, which are "taken care of" by married
related persons.

Taking additional jobs

Wives Total
Husbands No Sometimes Yes Lack
No 1201 157 61 71 1490
Sometimes 531 299 66 55 951
Yes 251 117 222 22 612
Lack 23 23 18 96 160
Total 2006 596 367 244 3213

For variable: husbahds0.878; wives h = 0.743; d-Hellwiga = 0.512

Among the studied, one third does not undertakéiaddl jobs (1201 families). More
husbands undertake jobs casually and regularlyg)lid8comparison with wives (922). | also

asked about the incomes (work, pension or retirigharents of the studied husbands and wives.
Suitable data below.

Sources of parents’ income ofshalied

From the wife’s side Total
From the No Yes Lack
husband'’s side
No 488 198 8 694
Yes 223 1888 108 2219
Lack 3 139 158 300
Total 714 2225 274 3213

For variable: hustd = 0.701; wife = 0.696; d-Hellwiga= 0.618
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Trying for a benefit or financial aid

Wife’s efforts Total
Husband'’s Yes Few times No Lack
efforts
Yes 321 32 47 16 416
Few times 20 159 23 13 215
No 175 79 1548 21 1823
Lack 132 91 525 11 759
Total 648 361 2143 61 3213

For variable: husbdd 0.801; wife h = 0.669; d-Hellwiga = 0.556
Almost half of the studied (1548 studied familidg) not try for material help from
suitable help institutions. Husbands together gohdelp in 631 cases and wives in 1009 cases.
A general regularity in the West-Pomeranian couigtityre material help from the parents’
side of the studied. The above mentioned datarnéitesa "profitable activity ”. In turn, to the
guestion: do parents of the studied live with thanswers shaped as in following table.

Parents of the studied living tihge

From the wife’s side Total
From the husband’s side No Yes Lack]
No 2360 295 28 2683
Yes 319 74 24 417
Lack 12 38 63 113
Total 2691 407 115 3213

For variable: husbdn= 0.427; wife = 0.422; d-Hellwiga = 0.325

Together in 750 cases (23.3 %) in a common houddivel the parents of the studied from
the husband or wife's side, in this 74 familieslaoking after persons from both families of

origin.

The evaluation of the life level in the country gretspectives of the children’'s settlement
of the studied

Will the children live in the country| Lack of
Evaluation of the life in the No | don’t know Yes data Total
country
It is difficult for us 149 312 68 42 571
Keep ,one’s head above 163 492 66 34 755
water”
Temporary difficulties 157 456 58 23 694
We manage just ,fine” 228 536 74 41 879
It is ok 85 168 29 10 292
Lack of data 8 12 1 1 22
Total 790 1976 296 151 3213

For variable: evaluatior 0.940; perspectives h = 0.734; d-Hellwiga = 8.22

The subjective evaluation of the quality of lifetive country in the space of the mentioned
categories is comparatively little diversed (h 84D), that means, that it is difficult to point out
the clear positive or negative aspect. The lowetation of the mentioned variables (d = 0.228)
confirms the conviction about binding to the vikeljtle perspectives for own children.
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The evaluation of the life level in the countrytbé people over the age of 60 and
perspectives of the children's settlement of thdist

Will the children live in the country Lack of
Evaluation of the life in the No | don’t know Yes data Total
country
It is difficult for us 30 12 10 17 69
Keep ,one’s head above watel” 20 12 12 12 56
Temporary difficulties 17 16 6 7 46
We manage just ,fine” 17 17 10 16 60
Itis ok 9 2 2 2 15
Lack of data 2 2
Total 95 59 40 54 248
For variable: 47 h=0.930 53h=0.964 dhviga= 0.360

In over 56 thousands villages in the scale of thelevcountry, the life of the population
manifests itself in very diverse forms of conditstandards. Over 46% of total occupants of
villages live in agglomerations up to 200 occupaB®b of the population concentrate in
communities from 200 to 500 occupants, the remgimra larger number of country local
communities. Small country environments as a e poor in any social institutions. Until quite
lately, only the church and school belonged totypécal scenery of the cultural country
environment. in the present situation, after thaitlation of a considerable number of school
posts, the church building remains.

Half of the people coming from the village andtigiin the village are the people with an
elementary education, and every third person ifleasthimself with a principle professional
education. Only 3% has a higher education. Sligh¢fyer shaped is the education structure
among the inflowing occupants of village. Thegkst number among them make up the people
with a secondary education, whereas the amourgaplp, which are educated on the elementary
level do not deviate from the average in the sgciet

* * *

In the context of the touched problems one carcatdicertain area of research questions
on the country environments:

1. Let the research object be the peculiarity of thentry community, on which consists the
gathering of the families living in relatively comgt buildings. The mere isolation of the
family as a sociological individual discloses thelgems connected with the selection of
criterions. It turns out, that family connectiorre aomething different in the country, where,
for example, two brothers are in family relatioqshiwhich family members meet every day,
as well as the similar family arrangement in cityditions. In this second case, the "family”
is created rather by people of similar experiemedscal work environments,

2. "The redistribution "of the pension / retiring 4stone of the most dramatic forms of the
conflict in the situation of the multi-generaticamiily in the country. The demands towards
the person possessing a stable source of incomsifpe retiring] to relinquish almost the
whole sum for the benefit of their unemployed d@tdor grandchildren is a

! B. Gebski: Osobliwg¢ kulturowa rodziny. Razem czy osobno..., [w:] Wgzélsne rodziny polskie w

okresie radykalnych zmian spotecznych (red. L.slmwski), Szczecin 1998.

15



commonplaceness. It is upsetting that an oldek, giaiting for those 500 zt person has to
give up satisfying one's needs because among lgiotwnore) children lasts an oral auction
of needs and due titles,

3. The many years of negligence of the state of theda purchasing for a low price -
establishing a type of proprietary flat and othémanistrative rooms of a low standard forces
the current owner to a serious repairs investn@fién children purchase such a household
for their parents in order to ensure them a retafi@deling of housing safety,

4. Conflicts of a cultural origin - inhering reluctanto co-operation and integration. The
damaged "natural” mechanism of cultural integrateotype of the country common room, as
well as in recent times the liquidation of elemeptchools often causes conflicts over the
remains of the cultural institutions in these eonments,

5. Cultural loneliness - conflict appears in the ditwaof negligence of the older person (father,
mother) by the children living in a nearby city.@lact has two forms: [a] envy that the
neighbor's children come and help in the housetiotdes and [b] mutual discrediting by the
neighbors concerning the results of bringing up awifdren. Both of these forms of conflict
often give an expression in pretensions towards cvildren, as a rule, entangled in one's
own obligations,

6. Concealed conflict [a] - appears in a direct neagzhbod. The sides mutually observe each
other and "they lie in wait ” for faults in ritubehaviors preserved for many years. A typical
behavior is "pretending” to not see the neighbdhemeighbor "pretends" that he does not
see and does not bow in time,

7. Concealed conflict [b] - "terror of gray eminenc&he specific form of this conflict depends
on people of a given village behaving oddly in tielato strangers, who want something. In
a, for example, pre-election period candidatesfomcilors cannot leave their election
materials in public locals (store, cafe, pump-raairbeer, etc.). Enumerators cannot conduct
interviews meeting with refusal. It turns out, that years the local councilor is
simultaneously a resilient tradesman. People supelynselves in basic products "on a
book" and in a convenient time they regulate finanabligations. Everyone, who in one's
behaviors will leave from a preserved stereotydenet be able to use this type of privileges.
Democratic processes in described environments magrimitiated yet.

8. Children's promotion, where they settled, do thiggrovisit their relatives and in what cars
they arrive. It is a frequent reason for pridedoe of the village’s occupants and sorrow as
well as hatred for others,

9. Unemployment - conflict "does someone have works there no work". Every additional
sources of income are a subject of speculatiomendpic of wealth in families that are more
socially active,

10. Fear concerning the consequences of entering tBuhgpean Union. Fear concerning the
purchase of all village areas by a foreign cap@ahultaneously, there where is an
opportunity selling the housing substance ( oftendubject of sale are magnificent, but
untidy manor-houses, etc),

11.Medical care - selection and social acceptancheotlbctor - flat for the doctor.

* * %

The present West-Pomeranian village (PomeraniarMamlirian) as well as these country
areas, in which a preserved by many years lifestigharacteristic for after of a state farm village
or SHR experiences a serious social crisis. Irpgred of systematic transformation local
communities of these villages indicate a sociabdéntation and helplessness towards one's own
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future. "A characteristic outline of this villageaw also the family specifically connected with the
institution. We had to deal here with women's lagefessional activation, which had influence
on the structure and functions of the family. Theeeprise played an essential role in the family's
life through work and its rhythms, as well as sbaia well-being protectiofi:

After the year 1989, agricultural enterprises pcadly stopped to exist. In the village's
realities, after of a state farm, a period of déatasn of "nobody's" possessions appeared until the
rise of the Agency of Agricultural Property Treas@tate (1 January 1992), which though
influenced partly the change of local communitelations towards possessed material supplies.
Flat, administrative buildings which in a slow pess of reprivatization became the property of
the village's occupants, began a new process imfiga&sponsibility for shaping perspectives of
one's own lives.
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In the paper, on the basis of conducted researcim@®®213 families of the Western
Pomerania village in years 1999-2000 and with m¢ausome aspects of the panel research led
in year 2007 (August - November), | introduced samaracteristic outlines of tlggiality of life
of the country families. | also looked at empiridaka defining the characteristic areas with
respect to the local villages. | distinguishedfthitowing areas: 1 - Polish - German borderland,
2 - Baltic borderland, 3 - administrative districtsialogardzki and koszakki, swidwinski, 4 -
the area of administrative districts goleniowskd atargardzki, 5 - theharacterized area
(distinguished with regard to the problems of¢baference), that is, the administrative districts:
pyrzycki, myliborski, choszczgski and watecki, 6 - administrative districts: dskivand
szczecinecki, 7 - beyond province. For the dedonpaf the quality of life | chose the following
guestions: characteristics of the age of the sthi@iducation, structure of incomes, structure of
expenses, additional sources of income, and thedu evaluations of the level of life in the
country including older people (after the age of. 8dom necessity | limited myself to a modest
number of dimensions of the country life. Last hflagave propositions of research problems,
which can be found in my area of interests.
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