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Mar ginalization of women with disabilities

The aim of the paper is to introduce the issue afgmalization and relate it to
disabled women — the social group which ratherlyarespires interest among educational
scientists.

Due to a multiplicity of definitions associate@dth marginalization, it is justifiable to
explain the term. Among diverse methods of defimmgrginalization, there is a method and
description grounded on an extensive set of siggefging the phenomenon. According to
J.Kwasniewski, marginalization is both a state and a essc It refers to the fact that the
living possibilities of an individual are to a largxtent limited, and the individual begins to
function outside the formal social and legal stmoet (pattern). Marginalization is also
reflected in life quality, beliefs, attitudes, judgnt regarding general life situation,
assessment of opportunities and effective andfgatisparticipation in social life
K.W. Frieske presents marginalization as lack atigi@ation of an individual or a social
group in fundamental institutions of a definite igbcorder. The notion itself is in
contradiction with the term integratian
However, T.Kowalak claims that social marginaliaatis a process of appearing (emerging)
of certain (marginal) social groups; he also idetiit as a process in which individuals and
groups enter in (become) the already existing fperial) social margin. It can be discerned
that the very notion of marginalization denotesracpss in which many individuals do not
get outof the so-called social margin area. At the same,tone can notice certain situations
in which the gap between a marginal individual @reup and the mainstream society, which
constitutes a reference frame for it, graduallyemisl

Marginalization is a complex phenomenon. Reseasctexognize that the phenomenon is
inherent in the structure of social inequalitie$jah entails unequal access to many areas of

human activity, viewed as crucial from the perspecbf human functioning; and lack of
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participation in social institutions. Marginalizai is a process of losing social significance
and the ability to influence a course of eventsah assume various forms: pauperization,
degradation or a voluntary escépe

The concept of marginalization helps to provide lamation for many situations and
phenomena which dominate the course of social iifeluding the problem of disabled
women. As a result of changes which have occundéoland, individuals and social groups
function in a risk society, which implies the nesigsto cope with difficult situations and
unpredictability of the effects of individual anadliective choice-makiny Introduction of
market law, limiting the state protection, growtl wnemployment, healthcare reform,
dropping their protective role towards the disalidgdhe state and social support institutions,
affected functioning of the disabled and their fil@si There has been decentralization and a
statutory shift of decision-making powers in thearof adjudication, healthcare system,
education, welfare system, social and professiatadbilitation.

The phenomenon of marginalization is determimgdnany factors, including lack of equal
chances for the disabled. Due to the living condgi which are generally unfavourable in the
period of social changes, the process of placiegdisabled on the margins of social life has
been intensified.

If we examine disability from the point of vieav its causes, character and consequences, it
has two dimensions: individual and social. Becao$etheir permanent or long-term
incapability to satisfy their own needs, peoplehwdisabilities require help from the society,
and from this perspective they can be regardedesstrars of dependent grolips
According to Census ddta 2002 there were 5456.7 disabled, including 2888omen.
Women constituted 52.9 % of the disabled community.the same time the rate of
feminization among the disabled was higher thath& whole population (there were 100

men to 106 women). In the disabled group there w@8emen to 112 women (a higher
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feminization rate was recognized in cities). In 2G8e middle age for the whole disabled
community was 58 years, at the same time it wakenigmong women and tended to rise
with the degree of limitation in the functional sp@m. It was assessed that the median age
for women was 62 years, and 56 years for men. T$ability rate for women was higher,
especially in rural areas. It has been noticed thatrate of disability among women was
different in particular districts — it was the hegtt in Lubuskie District and Lubelskie District
(194 women out of 1000 were disabled) and the lowe®polskie District (101 women out
of 1000 were disabled).

“Impairment’of women with disabilities manifestself strongly in the sphere of education.
Analyses of Census data give grounds for statiag ttie increase in the number of people
with higher education degree, between 1978 and ,28@2 higher among disabled women
(by 2.6 percentage points) than among disabled {ogr2.1 percentage points). There is a
higher level of education among disabled men. Mg\place is the factor which characterizes
the educational structure of population, and deiteemits diversity. The level of education is
higher in cities than in rural aréaghere are numerous difficulties and problems caringr
the process of educating the disabled, and theesacin different districts to educational
institutions at various levels, which is particlydimited in rural areas. Vocational education
among disabled women and lack of reliable assedsofi¢he current situation pose a serious
problem. There is also a problem of neglectingdifiécult process of transition from school
to work. However, the situation of disabled womenthe labour market is particularly
difficult. In 2002 the rate of vocational activigmong the disabled was 19.2%, and it was
three times lower than among the general populatidre employment rate among the
disabled was 15.3% - 11.4% among disabled womenh,18t7% among disabled men. The
rate of unemployment stood at 20.4%. The lowestyob@yment rate among people with
disabilities was recorded in the group of womeraliting rural areas (9, 8%), and the highest
— in the group of disabled women inhabiting urbagaa (29.1%)j. In 2005 99.1 thousand
disabled women were employed. The main incomettietdisabled have comes from non-
employment sources such as pension or benefitghwhi2002 constituted 84.4%n 2005

99.1 thousand disabled women were employed.
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Disability has been listed among reasons of pggvét seems that the situation of disabled
people becomes particularly difficult, since thambe of improving their financial situation is
little or the merest. Poverty among disabled mesh women refers not only to low income
from work, low pension or social benefits, but ateolack of possibilities to meet their
specific needs, related to the necessity of pumbasedicines, undergoing medical treatment
and participating in rehabilitation schemes; whets become very costly and difficult due to
price raise and lack of or low National Health Fusubsidy. (The phenomenon of relative
pauperization can be discerned among disabled @eapdl their families.) People with
disabilities require support. Hence recognizingrtfemily potential and marital statd§ is
becoming more and more important since it proviogsortunity for receiving support from
family members.

Married women constitute 49.6% of all disabled wan{en the group of disabled men,
married men constitute 70.7%), 34.3% of all disdbleomen are widows (7.1% of all
disabled men are widowers), 5.1% of all disabledneo are divorced (in the group of
disabled men it is 4.7%).

It is worth mentioning that the situation of disatblwomen is becoming more and more
difficult since the social benefits they receive aery often limited, as well as their access to
early diagnostics, hospital and specialist treatmBisabled women encounter numerous
difficulties related to the procedures for issuidgability degree or work incapability
statements, for the purpose of receiving their litga benefit. (It is worth enumerating
problems like: multiplicity of medical adjudicatiosystems, lengthy proceedings, lack of
specialist physicians, difficulties in collectingquired documentation, difficult access to local
adjudication panels, multiplicity and ambiguity k#gulations...). The situation of women
with intellectual disabilities is particularly difult. For many years their problems have been
marginalized, and intellectually disabled women éhdeen placed on the margins of the
society. Women with disabilities have very resattticcess into most public buildings. The
physical features of the premises can create lbsgiace in most cases they are not fit for the
particular group or degree of impairment, and Far limited capabilities of disabled women.
All the transportation and architectural barrierkicki women with disabilities experience

restrict or even deny their access to buildingsppses or facilities.
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It is noticeable that political subjectivity of thigsabled (especially women with disabilities)
and their participation in political organizatioisslow. Disabled women also face difficulties
in the sphere of culture. Their participation irrisas forms of cultural activity, both active,
such as organized activities, meetings and actaiityed at culture, home amateur artistic
work, and passive, which is consumption of culfreductsis restricted.

A separate and equally important issue is a comstereotype of disabled women and men,
which in general is not positive and reflects negateaction towards this group of people.
The stereotype underlines two main characteristtures of a disabled person- one of them
is weakness (people with disabilities are weakyepgnsive, lack self-confidence), the other,
a justified one, is lack of acceptance and soaalation (they are distrustful, secretive,
lonely). According to the authors examining theiesghis stereotype defines two main
parameters- mental weakness and social isofatibhe disabled are often claimed to lack
acceptance of the situation they have found themaseah, they often bewail the lost ability
and envy the non-disabled. What completes thelprofithe disabled person is negative self-
evaluation of life opportunities for starting a fidynbeing a wife, mother, daughter — in case
of a woman, leading an appropriate lifestyle, abtaj a job, gaining promotion. Due to their
ill health, kind and degree of impairment, disableaimen experience numerous difficulties
while performing their family roles. Because ofithdisability they can be permanently or
temporarily absolved from some of or all the dutlesy fulfill, which are related to the social
(family) role they perform. It happens that in marases people with disabilities can fully
participate in family life and carry out their degi however it requires appropriate conditions
and support from family members.

It can be stated here that marginality can r&devarious spheres in which women with
disabilities function, such as family, labour markwultural and political activity, as well as
consumption of and access to goods and servicegsscto health care and social
rehabilitation. Women (especially disabled onegg la hard life; they encounter numerous
obstacles and barriers. They suffer from discritiamga which manifests itself in the fact that

they occupy an inferior social position.
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Social policy towards disabled women should ainrespecting their rights, eliminating
symptoms of discrimination and prejudices, courttimg the phenomenon of marginalization
of disabled women, removing all barriers which nesttheir functioning, especially social

barriers.

Women with disabilities should be supported in ghecess of shaping their identity and
subjectivity. Actions aimed at integrating the d¢hilgal into school, work place, local

environment and into society should be taken. Quwent, self-government and non-
government institutions, and even business peapdesacial partners should be spurred into

action towards integration of disabled wont&n
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