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The development of the society’s social culture- ahance for disabled
people and their families

As the Ministry of Work and Social politicsforms, there are about 5.5 million disabled
people living in Poland — compared to the year @8.the group has increased about 50%.
Among the common population of disabled people,distinguish 202,4 thousand disabled
children, which stands for 2,7% of the populatiorhis age group. Among them, 17,3% have
full and 56,3% serious movement restrictions. Mashilies with disabled children live in
cities, but already every third disabled child §ven the country, which means in our
conditions, that it has very difficult access thabilitation help, medical care, and education

The determined majority of disabled peoglgport themselves mainly from social
benefits: benefits, pensions, and retirements, 8% aim on the support of other people
because of not having any personal means. In fesnihi which there are disabled children
mostly one of the parents devotes oneself to thee arad rehabilitation work of one’s child or
children (as in the case of disabilities causeddryetic iliness) and the second parent works
professionally trying to satisfy the family’s neg@sdem).

Currently, in view of the unceasingly ieasing common costs of our life support
families with a disabled child/children find therhss in a particularly difficult financial
situation. Their situation often causes that thayehto face the dilemma on what goals should
they purpose their already modest financial meamgther spend it on the daily security of
the family’s functioning or at the cost of all tFemily members, first of all, secure the needs
and the treatment of the sick child. As one carsibbgimagine, parents choose the second
option, at the same time remaining with the feetfditterness and grief towards everybody
around and especially toward the country in whiwytlive on and which by the power of the
obligatory law is responsible for the help and sappowards its citizens.

In a sense, this approach reflects thizezhsocial politics of the country which makes
its way towards the building of an institutionalizieelp system for its citizens.

Wide actions in this case have awoken,neaenong a part of the community,
expectations towards the realization of the protectountry concept where every citizen
that is in a problematic situation could count lsa tountry’s actions through different types
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of specialized services. This solution, unfortuhateseems to be constantly unreal
considering the economical and organizational cdéipab of our country, which is still going
through a process of changes in all the life’s sphheHowever, one has to admit that the
diversity, scale, as well as the human fate dramagasingly extort the usage, both in the
sphere of theory and in social practice, more aaequransformation programs to the
changing conditions and undertaking more resolwp, hcompensating, and prophylactic
actions, precisely from the country’s side. Thdizafion of social care towards citizens, and
in it undertaking social work with individuals, gnos, or whole community environments,
among which the largest group is determined bybdeshpeople and their families, despite
constantly improving and searching for new solwgjostill is not capable of satisfying needs
and social expectations of the interested.

And so, this initial ecstasy over orgaiznal efficiency and effectiveness of satisfying
needs on mass scale by the system of formal, dizedayovernment institutions along with
the progressive process of decentralization ofcthentry’s structures and authority began to
give way to new conceptions of the citizens paptition in the society’s and country’s life

It appears in scientific theory and inqgtige, sooption — culture focused on searching

for more general solutions, qualifying values amk tcharacteristic philosophy of the

humanistic perspective on human problems, basedhazh directions of important actions in

different scopes, areas are pointed out and widterce to various subjects.

A characteristic determinant of this opt{@mportant considering the performing social
changes) became the generalization of the citiperety’s functioning and in it the rules of
country’s assistance directed at providing help rfartual aid rules of social relations that
maximalize possibilities inherited in a person. Hic@l organizations have stepped into the
sphere of relations between the country and theetsoand began, in a considerable way, to
take over public tasks, especially those onesdhdier when there was no such possibility
with various effect towards its citizens tried ®alize the country. Today, it is commonly
considered that the third sector — the activityiodfficial organizations determines the fullest
term of an active, civic society, that is why itcdgnsidered to be the warp of the democratic
tissue of modern societies because: it is creatednfomercial organizations based on
voluntary resolutions being able to make decisiabeut their own matters independently

from the authorities of the public secfor
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The dynamical development of social orgation appears on the public scene after
1989 what determined the term of self-organizatdrthe society and the increase in the
feeling of citizen responsibility directed at mutgaod.

Currently, in the realized system of sbaare directed at satisfying social needs
unofficial organizations, basing on the citizent\dity, have already marked their unshaken
place and worked out a model of partner cooperatitim a nation sector. However, the basic
task of the country’s accepted social politics beedhe further society activation in the way
of building a democratic nurturing society as thadyoantidote to the increasing social
problems.

However, the basic goal of the county’d aaciety’s actions should be the construction
of social culture reflected both in the protective beaviors of specific individuals towards
themselves, person towards another person, as weals in the whole network of the
obligatory social system assigned by operative lelgporms and accepted and realized
social politics and social work in the country.

Social culture- in J. Materne’s opinion — it is a form of a wigdtnown care which
appears when the society reaches a very high leflvelconomic, political, and cultural
development. Care for the people, both as an eg&@eh common high culture as well as
guaranteeing people care in a normative (legal), waye for their well-being, development
and prosperity is becoming an integral part ofvithele society’s good$

Protective ethos Politics and social care,

goctal worlt

Source: J. Materne p. 68
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Social culture is an outgrowth of the crossing indlividuals protective ethos and a
consciously organized nurture activity by the comitw In result of this crossinggood
social law, efficiently functioning nurturing institutions, and an informal social custom
of caring creating a sensible systejrare uniting with each other.

Sociology of culture proves that théture notion’s trait, almost from the beginning
of its introduction to humanistic language, isdatabiguity. However, as A. Kloskowska after
Herder reminds us, “culture determines the univecslitive human propriety”(...)" it is a
configuration of learned behaviors and results ehaviors which stored elements are
common for members of a given society and passets gmecincts™ (ibidem p.24). Culture
is an over and above individual (social )occurrercmnected with the human as a being
leading a social life style. Within the specificlleativity it is passed on through space and
time. It is a way of organizing the collective lifEhe participation in the culture by particular
individuals is usually different. They may knowydi use in practice some of the principles,
rules, and ideas, but also they could know mor&e®rabout their existence. Analyzing the
culture we always discover people reacting in &@emway in the societ:

John Paul Il reminded many times that rifsato culture a person truly lives a human
life. Culture is the right way of a person’s beiagd existence. (...) Culture is this through
which a person as person becomes more of a pehnsois, more “is”. Every nation exists
“from culture” and “for culture” and that is why lture is an educator of rank towards “being
more” in the community which has a longer histdrgrt a man and his family. Culture is a
lasting element of human experience and a persnmsnistic perspectivés

In every society there exist certain exe®mnd normative culture models, people’s
experience and habits, connected with the socialityc

The roots of this activity lie in the pimy occurrence of human nature. Like the
subject’s literature proves, and mainly anthropgloglture, human nature changed its form
along with civilization transformations (way ofdif culture development, ect.). “The analysis
of the history of the care phenomenon shows thegsof its changes from the most basic
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form of own care, through care about offspringdividual self-help, social self-help,
philanthropy, social help, to social politics amigl work”®.

Care has its groundwork in the man’s lgadal nature. It is the human, as opposed to
other being, that is the most dependent from hisedt surrounding. Lets pay attention, that
the period of leaving a child under the care oflidis relatively longer from the similar one
in the animal world. Mutual care between peopla isng and comparatively lasting process,
primitive compared with other human actions. In erdtimes the care’s universalism is
pointed out, expressed in the spread of nurturiogeds towards different categories of
charges on different phases of their ontogenetieldpment. “In primitive times parents
were the main caregivers. In ancient times, inltesuspecialization, also house servants.
However, in the Middle ages we have to do with §gliead of care because care grows up to
the level in which it becomes a moral duty for@dople. In modern societies this ethic care
dimension grows to the culture rank. Taking caréhefother person is not only an individual
and moral obligation for every person, it is alsoetement and a symptom of personal culture
and the culture of the entire society. In opinidrthe quoted author, both single people and
communities cannot call themselves cultural if tdeynot represent a high nurturing lelfel

Therefore, care can be marked spiritualig culturally In a spiritual manner it is an

expression of a person’s inner need which is antiststed care for other people.
Manifestation of this need id the accepted anducallly consolidated custom specified as
Protective ethos Tradition, intensity, and many-sidedness of ttistom decide, among

other things, about the fortune and level of pespialture™.

The term ethos alone, belonging to thdistiof culture, has four basic meanings: 1. a
characteristic for a given social group set of migreostumed rules and/or actually binding in
a given social group; 2. an overall culture moded given society or a life style binding in a
given social group; 3. a set of certain charadieri®r a given social group behaviors of
different kind; 4. a common orientation of a spiedfculture, so called culture spitit

Maria Ossowska defines ethos as a seteb&wors characterizing some group and
stated by the accepted in it values’ hierarchyhatsame time it is usually believed that some
sort of dominant can be found in these values, ssorteof main vertical from which
°® Materne J.( 1999), Pedagogika socjalna, Szczpdd,
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derivative values could be deriv&t

Protective ethos should be understoodlastiag conduct custom expressing care about
other people which has its source both in the hwmaalogical instinct and also in their
spiritual proprieties. The goal of this conductthe peoples’ good always concentrated on
their specified life situation. Every individualalezes these goals differently. They do it with
the help of accessible to them and characteristithem material means, postures, and ways
of conducting. Protective ethos has a morally daad spiritual level. Norms that are
resulting from this are becoming the life’'s arramgiand uniting personal care actions
principle **. Therefore, the basic care of every society shobél maintaining and
consolidating this protective ethos as a certaimstamt rooted, as it was already mentioned,
for good in the society’s culture. One should Idok the beginnings of every collective
activity in peoples’ individual behaviors — peaglstrength understood as the base on which,
not earlier, it will be possible to build a systefncare actions, help and social activity in the
society. Protective ethos is an important andhfuliy speaking the basic element of the

society’s social culture. Relinquishment, and soecBr maintaining, consolidating the

protective ethos in individuals and society isuadamental barrier of incapacity of the

functioning care system

And so, fate, care, and feeling of hapgsnef disabled people and their families in a
considerable measure depends from every human’srstatding of their special role in
social life. Of course, in the first row, the prctige responsibility for the disabled person
should be sustained, first of all, by his entirmilg understood as a family group, therefore,
people related on a closer or further level. Howetree situation and conditions of disabled
people and their families has to be also the cageople living in the local environment —
neighbors who can provide care in the simplestydatters. Acquitting ourselves of human
obligations — the realization of one’s own humaturedetermines the basics of protective
ethos’s functioning of the society with benefits fbe totality, and in the described case — for
disabled people.

The second important element of socidture in the society is the accepted and
realizedsocial politics supported by good social law

Social politics — despite it is, in an @ms way, entangled in a game of interests of
differentiated social groups and its realizationasnected with acquiring, and, first of all, in

13 Tamve, p.256
14 Materne J.( 1999), Pedagogika socjalna, Szczp@h,



the case of social politics — maintaining and wigdauthority (and not only government)

similarly to social work it refers to the same ®dbj satisfying basic needs of individuals and
the community, which they are not capable of ddiygthemselves; base yourself on the
activity of a similar subject, which is the societiyowever, in the shape of different

institutions, social organizations, informal groupsindividuals; they have a common goal —
satisfying needs on the level recognized as indisgigle in a given sociels.

J. Materne admits that social work andtigslresult from a social contract guaranteeing
within the collective duty division, care for ex@stce, and safety of all citizens. The subjects
of this activity are professional social politi@cial workers, and professional guardidfis
(Materne, p.65).

Social work and politics is realized bynatwork of specialized institutions: social,
protective-educating, counseling, addressed temifit people under somebody’s charge or
social help clients. The basic determinant of engagpecified helping institutions should be a
honest diagnosis of social needs with referencetain age groups in the society.

Social institutions, with a solid or tineharacter, should be organized both by the
government and unofficial or private sector, actolgthe government’s commission. Only
this kind of solution ensures the universality bé tcountry’s actions in the help and care
sphere towards its citizens. Naturally, the coustactions in this sphere should not limit, in
any way, initiatives and actions of the remainiegters; however, it is the country that must
express the fullest care towards its citizens dexilfly react to the appearing social matters
giving this way its citizens a feeling of sociafeds.

The basics of functioning of certain itgiobns must be professionally prepared social
services. In this moment we do not have at ouradigba sufficient staff and their suitable
specialized occupational preparation. The sociatkens’ professionalism, possibilities of
realization the occupational role determines, haxea completely separate issue. It may
concern, however, the unappreciated role of theasagorker by the country and in
consequence also by the society, which they seove feason of their occupation duties. The
position of a social worker oscillates betweenadust of a fully devoted activist and a clerk in

the big social machinery. Considering the numbatisdibled people in the society, diversity

15 pigtek K.( 2004) Polityka spoteczna — praca socjashaifiplikowany charakter zwikéw i zalenosci) [w]
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of their illnesses, and problems with which themiflies struggle, there is still a lack of
adequate projects and helping or activating prograrmich guess right the expectations of
this group of charges.

Support for the realized social politisecial towards disabled people and their families
must determine theocial law In well organized countries, for example, Denm&weden
disabled people and their families very well kndwit rights and the range of help owned to
them from the country’s side. Social insurance Wwhibhey systematically and not join-

stockingly are given lets them function woriimythe society.

Law is this element of every society’® irhich forms peoples’ way of behaving. These
are rules defining the behaviors in relations betwpeople. Law regulates mutual relations
that form between people directly or indirectlydihect relations between people contain
relations in , for example, a family group; instesudlirect relations form between individuals
and social organizations created by people. Anrosga like that is , among others, the
country understood as a organization focusing meapt! their relation¥.

The law is proclaimed by the government] ¢he majority of citizens act accordingly
with the demands stated by the law and this notobabncern of using more or less severe
constraint forms, but because that in their justvadion this way it is better and more
beneficial both for them and for the society in @hithey live in. Therefore, the better
obligatory law, the better functioning society retcountry.

The country’s care towards its citizensreflected , in a special way, in the law
concerning the social sphere. Good law, clearlgi§pd law norm, should not leave a person
even the smallest doubt what behavior is advisgd@enitted, or prohibited in specified life
situations. Law is one of the basic work tools particular individuals and social services
directed towards resolving difficult life situatiorof particular individuals; it is the main
premises of maintaining dignity by the people whe ot able to support themselves . law is
the basic factor of their dignified lif€. Currently, people directed towards helping disdbl
people: social workers, tutors, educators, unafiarganization workers, voluntaries, ect.,
repeatedly, in order to take care of their chargestters, reach for various law means. Lack
of clear regulations forces subjects often to oal behaviors making it hard to solve the

problem for fully satisfied both sides.

" Gebethner S.(1976) Prawoznawstwo, Warszawa p.5
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Good social law determines the challenfgeuo times. On one hand, as we know, legal
relations, their level and contents, in an obviaay, are dependent from the common level
of the society’s culture; from the individuals séngy, emotion empathy, interpersonal
relations, social communication, etc., when mealeyhinore and more often professed
material values and relativism in the way of thmkiand acting, which in turn negatively
influences person-person relations. In this situategal culture cannot develop properly. On
the other hand, precisely the growing universadityhe democratization of social life, self-
government, autonomy, and in this also anxiouscathns of the moral crisis, unsettlement
of basic norms and values, appearance of largetaagdr groups of people addicted to help
institutions indicates that a society’s wider legdlcation in necessary, increasing its legal
consciousness in order for them to better undedstaeir rights and duties, to understand the
law’s obligatory action system and especially tlwioms of legal institutions. As S.L.
Stadniczenko indicates, indoctrination of the spleoble of the law’s actions should be a
special motive not only to its improvement but atsoits recognition. This involves in
particular these people who engage in helping @amgiarson from reason of one’s profession
or calling (volunteers). These people should knbg/law’s main assumptions and have in it
support for their actions

The society’s culture is not passed onotobgical path or by gene intervention, but is
created in a bringing up and learning process.Wéngs of learning social culture can assume
different forms. You can learn culture in an pusgfas and conscious way but also in an
unintentional and even unconscious way. It can dee@ed, that social culture should be
understood not as a factual state but as a farffiaigw” — “farming the person” directed
towards forming and individual responsible for tb#her person for the common good.
Generalizing the essence of social culture in toeety, rebuilding its specified elements are
the XXI century’s basic tasks. Disabled people dheir families have bees especially
experienced by fate. However, because they livefandtion in a wider society hey should
not be left alone with their problems. Their quabf life depends on us and our social culture

realized in different spheres.

! Stadniczenko S.L.(1995) Zarys pedagogiki prawal@pp.5
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